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Some of the most challenging work I 
have done with WMTA includes how 
to respond as ethically as possible in 
uncomfortable situations.  MTNA has 
a code of ethics that breaks down our 
commitment to students, colleagues 
and society.    As a way to explore this 
for myself and help us all become a 
little better at our interactions, I 
thought I would take the next three 
newsletters to examine the three 
areas set forth by MTNA.  Most of us 
begin a new year within the next 
month so what is more appropriate 
than looking at our relationship with 
students and families. 
 
MTNA Commitment to Students:  
ά¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǘƘŜ 
relationship with students and 
families in a profesǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŀƴƴŜǊΦέ  
How?  Read on! 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ 
personal integrity and privacy of 
students unless the law requires 
ŘƛǎŎƭƻǎǳǊŜΦέ  ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 
adhere to FERPA guidelines to ensure 
privacy for all university students.  
Information may not be disclosed to 
anyone, including parents, beyond 
the student.  While this seems 
stringent, the idea is to protect the 
student.  As teachers of pre-college 
students, we too need to be careful 
of how we talk about our students 
with others.  I like to decompress 
with colleagues at the end of a 
stressful day but I know I often say 
too much about individual students. 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ 
communicate the expectations of the 
ǎǘǳŘƛƻΦέ  CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 
college, this is where your studio 
policies come in to play.  Your 
pedagogy teachers most likely drilled 

the importance of having policies and 
they were right.  Policies can prevent 
a great deal of miscommunication 
and allow your families to know 
where you stand pedagogically and 
professionally.  They can also 
highlight any pet peeves you may 
have and seemingly inconsequential 
issues (insert sarcasm) as payment 
and attendance.  Just because you 
have put forth policies, however, do 
not assume that your families will 
read them.  (How many WMTA 
meƳōŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘΚΗύ  wŜƎǳƭŀǊ 
reminders are most helpful and an 
open door policy for questions too. 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜΣ ƎǳƛŘŜ 
and develop the musical potential of 
ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΦέ  9ǾŜǊȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƛǎ 
different in his/her musical goals and 
ability.  While they all deserve our 
best as teachers, they also need the 
flexibility to be themselves.  I tend to 
try to teach the same way with all of 
Ƴȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
suits my style as a teacher and 
learner.  When I really pay attention, 
however, I find the subtleties in each 
student and we make so much more 
progress. 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǘǊŜŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ 
with dignity and respect, without 
ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƪƛƴŘΦέ  ¢ƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ 
us who are private teachers at the 
pre-college or college level know how 
important this area is.  Whether we 
like it or not, we all have students 
whom we favor a bit more than 
others.  This seems natural but it 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
teaching.  Our passion will often fuel 
ǘƘŜ άǊǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘŜǊέ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǿƘƻ 
will go on to do great things. 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƻŦ ƘƛǎκƘŜǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΦέ  
Ah, yes, one of the most difficult 
aspects of teaching.  What happens if 
the relationship with your student 
sours?  Or perhaps the two of you 
were never a good match.  Or 
perhaps the student feels the need to 
move on to a fresh voice.  As a 
professional, we often have more 
information than our students or 
families about what is good for the 
student.  Despite our knowledge, 
however, sometimes students want 
to change teachers.  As painful as this 
is, we need to allow them to do this.  
Including a statement about such a 
situation in your policies could help a 
great deal. 
 
I hope the MTNA guidelines have 
given you cause to think as the fall 
approaches.  I know that I am 
constantly growing in this area.   See 
you at the conference in October and 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ Ƴȅ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƛŎŜ 
cream! 
 
For a direct link to the MTNA Code of 
Ethics: 
http://www.mtna.org/AboutMTNA/C
odeofEthics/tabid/468/Default.aspx 

 

 

2010-2011 Calendar  

e MTNA State Competition October 

22-23 2010, Lawrence University, 

Appleton, WI 

e Oct. 29-30 2010 WMTA 100th 
Annual Conference, Wisconsin 
Dells 

 
e ECD Meetings/Competitions 

January 7-9 2011, Ball State in 

Muncie, Indiana 

e International Day of Collaborative 

Music (IDCM) January 22, 2011 

e MTNA National Conference, 

March 26-30, 2011, Milwaukee, WI 

For more information on  

upcoming  student 

auditions/competitions, 

please visit the official 

website of the Wisconsin 

Music Teachers 

Association at 

http://www.wmta.net  
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Did You Hold Your Fermata Long Enough?  

You be the Judge!  
 

Submitted by Catherine Walby  

An open discussion of teacher preparation needed in todayõs world of performance! 

This is a three-hour in -depth presentation on preparing and evaluating live performances beginning at the early 

elementary level through late advanced levels.  Every performance will be judged by YOU, the audience.  As the 

mediator, we will define the reas ons you gave the rating you did on a specific performance.  Working in partnership, we 

will attempt to come to an agreement and grow to have a better understanding of what a judge is looking for in your 

studentõs performances.  Discussion of a grades, editions, musicianship, stylistic characteristics and stage presence will be 

some of the issues that will be addressed.  We will also look into the aspect of dressing for success.  This is an outstandin g 

presentation that will make you laugh, literally keep yo u on the edge of your seat at times, discern, question and help 

you develop your teaching style and your ability to have your students prepared competition to their fullest potential.  

Learn what teachers think is a strong performance as they prepare their  students, and listen to what the adjudicators say 

they hear coming from their fingertips.     

 

There will never be a dull moment in this captivating program and sharing ideas with one another only perpetuates all of 

us to become stronger educators in music.  Each person must come ready to òre-liveó their teaching week with their 

students in mind!!  Believe it or not, you are not the only teacher whose students put their ¾ time pieces into 4/4 time!!  

Come and hear why that is!  See the information below ! 
. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Judging Workshop

 
To:  All WMTA members  

What:   A judging workshop  

When:   Thursday, August 26, 1 -4pm  

Where:   Waunakee at the WMTA central office  

Fee:  $20 per person (this is tax -deductible as it is a business expense!)  

Why:  To become better acq uainted with what judges are looking for and to become a better judge yourself  

 

RSVP: by August 19 to wmta@wmta.net  or 608.850.3566  ext. 329  

 

Checks should be made payable to WMTA and sent to:  

WMTA   

1005 Quinn Dr  

Waunakee, WI   53597 

 

Questions?   Contact Catherine Walby at 920.751.0034 or catherine.walby@lawrence.edu  

 

We need to have a minimum of 20 participants so sign up today!!  
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Michibago Music Teachers Association presents Young 

Musical in Stars in Concert.  
 Submitted by Tricia Marton  

On Saturday, May 22, 2010, Michibago Music Teachers Association and Shorewest United Realtors (Sheboygan) 

presented Young Musical Stars in Concert at the Stefanie H. Weill Center in Sheboygan, WI. The event featured n early 

one hundred amateur to pre -professional musicians in a series of three concerts that spanned an afternoon and 

evening. Performers represented 22 area music teachers from Sheboygan and Manitowoc Counties, including 

Michibago member and non -member teac hers in the area. The audience enjoyed the sound of piano, clarinet, violin, 

piccolo, bassoon and voice.  

 

Students enjoyed a grand performing experience. The Stephanie H. Weill Center is a splendidly restored theater of the 

Spanish Colonial Revival style. It is equipped with a stellar 9õ Steinway, and often hosts national and international artists 

(such as the Vienna Boys Choir). Proceeds from Young Musical Stars will allow Michibago to expand its scholarship 

programs for area music students. For those who missed the live concert, Young Musical Stars is available via Charter on 

Demand through late August in limited communities surrounding Sheboygan.  

 

Young Musical Stars in Concert was made possible by the generous sponsorship of Shorewest United Realtors 

(Sheboygan). Marlene Wondergem chaired the concert planning committee.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

CERTIFICATION REPORT 
 

By CYNTHIA PENKER, NCTM 
Certification Chair 

The new MTNA Certification process is now available for PIANO, VOICE, VIOLIN, AND 

FLUTE TEACHERS.  Certification candidates are now required to complete these projects:  

ü Explanation of teaching philosophy 

ü Analysis of teaching pieces 

ü Video of teaching 

ü Description of teaching environment 

ü Discussion of business ethics and studio policies 

Teacher Profile Pro ject workbooks for each instrument are available on the MTNA 

Certification website.  The workbooks are accompanied by a document titled, òWhat Will 

The Evaluators Be Looking For?ó  which guides candidates as they complete the profile projects.  

Other materi als, including articles about video recording lessons can be found on the Certification 

website.  

Full-time, part-time, and adjunct faculty members of colleges and universities need only submit the Administrative Verification form. 

For more information visit:  www.mtnacertification.org OR email to: 

mtnacertification@mtna.org. 

A reminder to all who are seeking certification, please notify me when you send in your application and fee: 

Cynthia M. Penker, NCTM ς Certification Chair 

600 S. Sycamore Avenue 

Marshfield, WI  54449 

Phone:  715 389 2354  /  FAX:  715 384 8978 

Email:  mezzobear357@yahoo.com 
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VP- Convention Report  

 
By Mara Beckman 

 

Keep an eye out for the convention registration coming to your mailbox soon!  Itõs time to give yourself a pat on 

the back for all your hard work and dedication to our profession and time to meet all the others out there just like you.  

We would like to have as many members as possible join us in celebrating the 100 th anniversary of Wisconsin Music 

Teacherõs Association.  President of MTNA, Ann Gipson, will be coming to recognize our 100 years of achievement.  The 

conference is Oct. 29 -30th at the Kalahari Resort In Wisconsin Dells.   

 

There will be a wide variety of topics this year with the theme of òCollaboration.ó  Here are the sessions:  

 

òA Time for Sharingó- A duet masterclass run by Dallas Weekley and Nancy Arganbright featuring student duos f rom the 

studios of Larisa Topolkaraeva , Drea Wagner, and Barbara Froelich.  

 

òRecent Duet Publicationsó- A presentation from We ekle y & Arganbright featuring their newest publications.  

 

òRe-examining Memorization: Can we learn from other instruments?ó- by Dr. Owen Lovell - piano, Dr. Mitra Sadeghpour - 

voice, Tulio Rondon - cello  

 

òHelp!  My fifths are diminished and my C is flat!  Techniques for teaching Theory.ó- by Rebecca, Terry, and Jennifer 

Wilkinson 

 

òRussian Pianist- Composers: Rachmaninoff, Prokofiev and Scriabin.ó ð by Raffi Besalyan  

 

òNew works by members of the Wisconsin Alliance of Composersó-A recital performed by Jeri -Mae Astolfi, to be followed 

by a roundtable discussion with some of the composers  *invite your students to attend  

 

And donõt forget that the recital will be performed by Yamaha concert artist, Raffi Besalyan . 

òBesalyan is a true heir of the mainstream of the Russian Pianism, like Horowitzó Chopin Magazine, Japan. 

òTechnically brillianté Besalyan played with a great deal of temperament, speed and poweré audacious spirit and 

poetic substance, deeply felt tendernessó New York Concert Review (Carnegie Hall)  

 

 He will be performing works by Komitas, Baghdassarian, Rachmaninoff, Liszt, Gershwin/E. Wild, and Prokofiev.   

Where else can you see a world -class concert artist, partake in many educational/inspiring workshops, have a delicio us 

dinner banquet, and join the camaraderie of fellow musicians/teachers for just $110?  See you there!  
 

WMTA District Auditions  

 
Submitted By: Louise Mann  

Thank you to all the District Chairs, their committees and all the teachers and students who pitch ed in to make sure our district auditions 

ran smoothly this year.  

 

Thank you to Diane Wilson, the Theory Chair, for her hard work in developing the test exams and making sure the actual exams are as 

accurate and fair as possible.  

 

Thank you to Beverly Mark , who is stepping down from the Sheboygan District Audition Chair position, for her several years of leadership.  

 

We had 2,334 piano students, 2 guitar students, 4 organ students, 71 string students, 57 vocal students and 10 woodwind stude nts 

participate t his year.  There were 309 teachers who participated.  

 

A major issue that came up this year was about the rule for the State Track entries ñthat at least one of the three pieces performed must 

be a Baroque or Classical composition.  Please see page 17 of the  WMTA Event Handbook.   

 

At least two students got to the Badger level whose repertoire did not follow this rule .  In one case, it was caught before Badger, so the 

student didnõt play.  In the other case, the student played and it was caught by the room monitor who happened to be the teacher of 

the first student mentioned!  A very unpleasant situation for all involved.  

 

District chairs and their committees do need to check repertoire more carefully, but you, as a teacher, can help, too , by checking the 

District Audition rules once, twice or three times, and by never assuming ñalways checking in the handbook  if you have a question.  Letõs 

keep these our events fair for the students by following these rules to the òt.ó 

 

Lastly, the Distric t Audition Computer Committee is looking at ways to upgrade/replace the current District Audition computer entry of 

students so that we have more accurate entries and we have access to the performance history of our students.  
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Badger Keyboard Competition 
 

By: Drea E. Wagner, NCTM 
The 2010 Badger Keyboard Competition was held on May 15 at Carthage College and UW La Crosse, and May 22 at UW Stevens 

Point.  Congratulations to all students who participated, as well as their teachers.  A huge thank you to thos e teachers who 

served as site chairs and site liaisons, and also as judges and workers.   

 

Plans for next year's Badger Keyboard Competition are currently underway for May 21, 2011, locations to be announced (keep 

your eye on the WMTA website).  The postmar k deadline will be April 8th, 2011.  As we begin looking toward next year's event, 

please consider the following reminders:  

1.  Please check your student's repertoire carefully.  Remember that to be eligible for the Badger Keyboard Competition, 

participant s must play at least one piece from the Baroque or Classical Era, and all pieces must be at least 16 measures long (or 

combined with another...see the handbook for further details).  

2.  Please remember to demonstrate professionalism as you are participatin g in the Badger Keyboard Competition.  Those who 

are working at the competition are representing WMTA and must avoid allowing self -interest or personal issues with other 

teachers to hamper the day for the students.  

 

I learned much during my first year chai ring Badger Keyboard, and appreciate the patience that was shown me!  I have a few 

ideas to make things a little smoother in future years, and will put some thought into this as we prepare for next year.  

 

The results for 2010 are as follows (teachers' name s in parenthesis):  

Southern district:  Carthage College  

Site 1 (4th grade)  

Winner:  Harrison Chen (Tatyana Smith).  Runner Up:  Justine Ra (Benjamin Garber).  Honorable Mentions:  Elizabeth Kok (Mary 

Anne Harris), Janie Xue (Roman Kontorovsky), Jennifer Sh ao (Mary Anne Harris), Audrianna Wu (Shu -Ching Chuang), Basia Klos 

(Mary Anne Harris), Edward Wu (Irmgar Bittar), and Alexandra Feldhusen (Marlene Frey).  

Site 2 (5th grade)  

Winner:  John Schindler (Samuel Ecoff).  Runner Up:  Serena Shyu (Mary Anne Harris) .  Honorable Mentions:  Jacob Beranek 

(Samuel Ecoff), Stephanie Pham (Judith Heise), Kijung Kwak (Anna Kojovic -Frodl), Molly Hodan (Mary Anne Harris), Thomas 

Hamm (Deborah Miller), Sam Zuelke (Mary Warneke), Anna Hilderbrand (Susan Childers), Matthew Zarem ba (Jo Ann Hobbs), 

Michelle Tan (Tatyana Smith), and Alexis Wisdom (Jo Ann Hobbs).  

Site 3 (6th-7th grade)  

Winner:  Brian Zhu (Tatyana Smith).  Runner Up:  Sean Luangspraseuth (Mary Anne Harris).  Honorable Mentions:  Ethan Wen 

(Roman Kontorovsky), Laura Se itz (Terri Seitz), Sean Yun (Mary Anne Harris), and Sarah Ohg (Mary Anne Harris).  

Site 4 (6th-7th grade)  

Winner:  Michelle Xie (Denise Taylor).  Runner Up:  Eddie Cheng (Mary Ann Harris).  Honorable Mentions:  Aidan Collins (Mary 

Anne Harris), Madeline Murphy (Flora Lim), Sean Wei (Tatyana Smith), Shawn Ge (Margarite Kontorovsky), and Noah Trimark 

(Flora Lim).  

Site 5 (7th-8th grade)  

Winner:  Emile Doro (Arthur Johnson).  Runner Up:  Michelle Lei (Tatyana Smith).  Honorable Mentions:  Zhaun -Zhuan Wu (Mary  

Anne Harris), Natalie Wen (Margarite Kontorovsky), Anna Merkt (Mary Anne Harris), and Matthew Kim (Benjamin Garber).  

Site 6 (7th-8th grade)  

Winner:  Nicholas Trimark (Flora Lim).  Honorable Mentions:  Ivana Bajie (Margarite Kontorovsky), George Upthagrove  (Theresa 

Drews), and Max Lin (Tatyana Smith).  

Site 7 (9th-10th grade)  

Winner:  Richard Zhou (Catherine Sih).  Runner Up:  Suzy Kim (Irmgard Bittar).  Honorable Mentions:  Jessica Kloss (June Brus), Jack 

Feng (Mary Anne Harris), Christybelle Canda (Jo Ann Hobbs), Emily Calbaum (Kendra Betz), Kayla Chapin (Rachel Chapin), 

Maddison McKinch (Arthur Johnson), Gregory Hartmann (Cindy Duszynski), Kevin Chen (Irmgard Bittar), and Allison Wang 

(Tatyana Smith).  

Site 8 (9th-10th grade)  

Winner:  Samantha Martinez -Brockhus (Eun-Joo Kwak).  Runner Up:  Christina Ma (Catherine Sih).  Honorable Mentions:  Omar 

Dyette (Jane Scheef), Nicholas Yan (Tatyana Smith), Christie Cheng (Irmgard Bittar), Kelly Shen (Shu -Ching Chuang), and Daniel 

Ringwalt (Terri Seitz). 

Site 9 (11th-12th grade)  

Winner:  Sidhi Gosain (Mary Anne Harris).  Runner Up:  Andrew Berger (Cindy Duszynski).  Honorable Mentions:  Markus Anderson 

(Arthur Johnson), Nathan Morava (Jo Ann Hobbs), Rebecca Bullis (Monica Scholz), and Margaret Willden (Eun -Joo Kwak).  

 

 

Northeast District:  UW-Stevens Point  

Site 1 (4th grade)  

Winner:  David Burgess (Lily Brissman).  Runner Up:  Sofija Rosic (Stella Tovbina).  Honorable Mentions:  Conner Wulf (Mona Grote), 

Justin Taylor (Bruce Clark), Emelia Edmondson (Marie Oberg), Sophia  Chang Stauffer  (Helen Chang), Tim Hofer (Judy Meyer), 

William Nordberg (Annette Rasmussen), and Anthony Nguyen (Stella Tobvina).  

Site 2 (5th and 6th grade)  

Winner:  Rachel Abrego (Kathy Dix).  Runner Up:  Lisa Heverly (Stella Tobvina).  Honorable Mentions :  Gregory Chang (Lily 

Brissman), Lucas Ratanawong (Mona Grote), and Paige Haehlke (Mona Grote).  
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Site 3 (5th and 6th grade)  

Winner:  Quinton Nennig (Nina Elworth).  Runner Up:  Charles Wu (Wen -Lei Gu).  Honorable Mentions:  Erika Brandsma (Stella 

Tovbina),  Alexandra Gleason (Santha Goodwin), Natasha Hanke (Mona Grote), and Jingyuan Cui (Lily Brissman).  

Site 4 (6th-7th grade)  

Winner:  Carolyn Doerr (Bette Close).  Runner Up:  Henry Schmitz (Mary Thomas).  Honorable Mentions:  Aaron Parkin (Maryellen 

Pung), M atthew Burgess (Lily Brissman), Brooke Bayer (Nell Buchman), Charlie Morley (Barbara Froelich), and Olivia Knitt (Santha 

Goodwin).  

Site 5 (6th-7th grade)  

Winner:  Dylan Helberg (Mona Grote).  Runner Up:  Payton Fors (Catherine Walby).  Honorable Mentions:  Peter Vende Hey (Jan 

Kaminski), Katherine Pranica (Rose Welhouse), and Jennifer Deau (Amanda Wait).  

Site 6 (6th-7th grade)  

Winner:  Tine Tsou (Larisa Topolkaraeva).  Runner Up:  Gina Frenette (Mona Grote).  Honorable Mentions:  Dolores McGinnis 

(Jackie Mc Ginnis), Marino Taylor (Bruce Clark), and Lydia Dietz (Kristine Koppela).  

Site 7 (8th grade)  

Winner:  Anna Crosby (Larisa Topolkaraeva).  Runner Up:  Angela Sun (David Severtson).  Honorable Mentions:  McKenzie Van 

Oss (Stella Tovbina), Audrey Manser (Lily  Brissman), Anna McCarty (Mona Grote), Collin Pepin (Stella Tovbina), and Joe 

Kmmerline (Jim Widiger).  

Site 8 (9th grade)  

Winner:  Nathan Li (Mary Van De Loo).  Runner Up:  Chris Lewis (Bette Close).  Honorable Mentions:  Brandon Li (Mary Van De 

Loo), Gwynna Norton (Thomas Yang), Mikhail Rezazadeh (Lily Brissman), and Patrick DiPoto (Barbara Froelich).  

Site 9 (Piano duets)  

Winner:  Nathan Li and Brandon Li (Mary Van De Loo).  Runner Up:  Sarah Feig and David Feig (Cynthia Penker).  Honorable 

Mention:  Grace Boutin and Hannah Boutin (Meredith Vis), and Joab Wynn and Humility Wynn (Rachel Wynn).  

Site 9 (grade 10 piano solos)  

Winner:  Michael Doerr (Bette Close).  Honorable Mentions:  Kelsey Schoeppler (Bruce Clark), Linnea Nordberg (Annette 

Rasmussen), Lea h Povolny (Eileen Herrling), Tom Stevning -Roe (Cynthia Penker), Cody Goetz (Catherine Walby), Katy Jiang (Lily 

Brissman), and Gabrielle Pepin (Stella Tovbina).  

Site 10 (11th-12th grade)  

Winner:  Joseph Hauer (Catherine Kautsky).  Runner Up:  Robert Doerr ( Bette Close).  Honorable Mentions:  Joanne Zhou (Larisa 

Topolkaraeva), and Valerie Shen (Shu -Ching Chang).  

Site 11 (organ)  

Honorable Mention:  Humility Wynn (Rachel Wynn)  

 

Northwest District:  UW-La Crosse 

Site 1 (4th grade)  

Winner:  Andrew Lee (Lorelei Ca pell).  Runner Up:  Aditya Ailiani (Judy Stafslien).  Honorable Mentions:  Ben Smith (David Reedy), 

Calla Jenkinson (Lonna Possehl), Peyton Massie (Sue Christian), Tyler Grosz (Roger McVey), Marais Houser (Kathleen Frank), an d 

Elise Hintzman (Kathleen Fran k). 

Site 2 (5th grade)  

Winner:  Jadelynn Zhang (Lorelei Capell).  Runner-Up:  Justine Moss (Kathleen Frank).  Honorable Mentions:  Lily Gruba (Kathleen 

Frank), Therese Milanowski (Virginia Tubbs),  Mariah Miller (Lorelei Capell),  Josh Gilberstadt (Lorelei C apell), and  Eileen Endres 

(Kathleen Johns).  

Site 3 (6 grade)  

Winner:  Rebecca Lee (Lorelei Capell).  Runner-Up:  Diane Hu (Nicholas Philips).  Honorable Mentions:  Karinne Houser (Kathleen 

Frank), and Tanner Kubarek (Kathleen Frank).  

Site 4 ð (7th grade)  

Winner:  Margaret Israel (Kathleen Frank).  Runner-Up:  Ryan Baldridge (Jane Baldridge).  Honorable Mentions:  Sheridan McCoy 

(Lynn Gilles), Rachel Anderson (Sue Christian),  Sarah Buck (Esther Pedigo), and  Luke Van de Loo (Donald Patterson).  

Site 5 (8th gra de)  

Winner:  Will Westedt (Jane Baldridge).  Runner-Up:  Joel Gustafson (Kathleen Frank).  Honorable Mentions:  Kati Gruba (Kathleen 

Frank), Alyssa Dooley (Kathleen Johns), and  Hans Huiras (Rita Schuman).  

Site 5 ð (11th -12th grade)  

Winner:  Chandler Vondy (Beth Gilbert).  Runner-Up:  Madeline Davidson (David Reedy).  Honorable Mentions:  Thomas Morgan 

(Donald Patterson), and  Meghan Sorenson (Rita Schuman).  

Site 6  (9th -10th grade)  

Winner:  Zöe Vnack (Roger McVey).  Runner-Up:  Grace Vondy (Kathleen Frank).  Honorable Mention:  Meg Van de Loo 

 (Barbara Young),  Jordan Stokka (Donald Patterson),  Raphaelle Siemers (Carol Rhodes), and  Chelsey Christ (Virginia Tubbs).  
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WMTA Badger Keyboard Competition 

Photographs

 
North Eastern Site  

 
Winners: Front Row Quinton Nenning, Carolyn Doerr, 

David Burgess.  

Back Row Josep h Hauer, Michael D oerr, Anna Crosby, 

and Tina Tsou . 

 
Runner Ups: Front Row Lisa Heverly, Henry Schmitz, and 

Charles Wu. Back Row Daviod Feig, Sarah Feig, Angela 

Sun, and Robe rt Doerr.  

Honorable Mentions: Front Row Joanne Zhou, Sophia 

Chang Stauffer, Justin Taylor, and Emelia Edmondson. 

Back Row: Marino Taylor, Gwynaa Norton, Kelsey 

Schoeppler and Patrick DiPoto.  

 
Honorable Mentions: Front Row: Jingyuan Cui, Ericka 

Brandsma,  Anthony Nguyen, and Alexandra Gleason.  

Back Row: Matthew Burgess, Dolores McGinnis, Olivia 

Knitt, and Audrey Manser.  
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Northwestern Site  

 
Honorable Mentions: Row 1: Calla Jenkinson, 

Rachael Anderson, Peyton Massie, Elise 

Hintzman, Mara Houser, Luke Van de Loo, 

Lily Gruba, Mariah Miller (not pictured) Row 2 

- Josh Gilberstadt, Sheridan McCoy, Chelsey 

Christ, Men Van de Loo, Kati Gruba, Karinne 

Houser  

 
Runner Ups: Row 1 - Justine Moss, Diane 

Hu, Aditya Ailiani Row 2 - Madeline 

Davidson, Grace Vonn Joel Gustafson, 

Ryan Baldridge  

 
Winners: Row 1 -  Jadelynn Zhang, 

Margaret Israel, Andrew Lee Row 2 

- Zöe Vnack, Chandler VOndy, 

William Westedt, Rebecca Lee  

 

Southern Site  

 
Winners: Front row:  Harrison Chen, Brian Zhu, John 

Schindler, Michele Xie  Row 2:  Emily Doro, Richard 

Zhou 

 
Runner Ups: Justine Ra, Suzy Kim, Christina 

Ma  

 
Honorable Mentions: front row: Adrianna Wu, 

Ethan Wen, Molly Hodan, Alexis Wisdom. 

Shawn Ge, Jamie Xue Row 2 :  Omar Dyette, 

Matthew Kim, George Upt hagrove, Natalie 

Wen, Maddison McKinch, Emily Calbaum  

 

 

 

 

Press Release
 

Submitted By: Tracy Buchanan 
Tenth Annual Sonatina Festival Announced  

 

Verona, Wisconsin, July 15, 2010 - Rhapsody Arts Center has announced the date for the Tenth Annual Sonatina Festival. Scheduled for 

Saturday, November 20, 2010, the event raises awareness, appreciation, and understanding of the sonata and sonatina musical  forms 

and promotes music education.   

 

The competition begins at 8:00am at Rhapsody Arts Center, 271 S Main Street, Verona, Wisconsin, and will conclude with the Wi nners' 

Recital held at 6:30pm at Full Compass, 9770 Silicon Prairie Parkway, Madison, Wisco nsin.  

 

Entry forms and guidelines are available at www.sonatinafestival.org. The deadline for entries is Friday, October 15, 2010. T he competition 

is open to students of all ages and levels of study from Wisconsin, Illinois, and Iowa.  

 

Last year's festiv al included 168 entrants with 53 finalists and $400 awarded in scholarships.  

 

Started in 2000, the Sonatina Festival is the area's largest fall piano competition. Since inception, the festival has had 1, 359 participants 

from throughout the Midwest. The St einway Piano Gallery of Madison is the festival sponsor.  

 

Please contact Tracy Buchanan at 848 -2045 or tracy@rhapsodyarts.org with any questions or visit www.sonatinafestival.org for contest 

rules and entry forms.  
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INDEPENDENT MUSIC TEACHERS FORUM 
 

By SANDY RYAN 
IMTF Chair 

 
Itõs the middle of summer and the last minute to get the IMTF article submitted under the deadline.  Coincidently the 

subject of the article is also the one I planned to write about the operating state of concentration as it applies to 

completing a project.  This is the operating state most human beings resist with all their might.  When I decided to write a 

series of articles for this newsletter that would describe these operating states as I interpreted them from my òself-help 

enthu siastó days, I dreaded this one. 

 

Concentration is described as the time in the project when the work gets done.  The most ambitious of us get stuck here.  

This is the time when projects get abandoned, restructured, postponed, drawn out, etc.  At this poin t it is crucial to 

remember the inspiration that got us this far in the first place.  What is possible as a result of the completion of the 

project?  When we consider this part, we can re -create the formulation of the project and hold ourselves and others 

involved, accountable for completing the necessary tasks.  

 

The characteristics for compliance might be things like keeping your word no matter what, economy -no unnecessary 

actions, toughness -as in resilient, grinding out the results, simple statements of short term results to be achieved, following 

instructions, o wnership in the project, tightened discipline and giving yourself no alternatives.  Consider the possibilities 

these characteristics create in terms of teamwork versus hard work and a freedom to be productive becomes more 

apparent . 

 

When beginning a new pi ece with students, we set a stage for success with a practice process, what the piece could 

sound like when finished, hopes of accomplishment, etc.  Then each time we see the student, we look for progress.  At 

each lesson, students describe or exhibit the breakdowns experienced since they saw you last.  Both student and 

teacher make assessments and interpretations discussing the effects of the breakdowns on how the òprojectó of 

completing the piece is progressing.  I find that separating out what actually h appened from what is said or felt is a 

much more empowering approach.  I try to remember that interpretations are not right or wrong, just interpretations.  At 

this point, our project is in concentration and the practice process is most likely where the br eakdown began.  

Reminding my student, for instance, the importance of counting the rhythm correctly and consistent, good fingering are 

basic skills which cannot be left out, becomes an opening for action.  The student can leave the lesson with motivation, 

because he/she has an idea of how to pick up the project and persevere.  

 

I believe that at this point of a project is where I usually get ahead of myself.  Worry and doubt creep  in trying to 

sabatoge the desired result.  But if I òconcentrateó on the task at hand, I will discover brilliance and soul -feeding 

satisfaction in the most mundane experiences.    

 


