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If you recall our February 
newsletter, I wrote about the 
importance of finding inspiration 
in and for one’s teaching.  The 
MTNA conference in 
Albuquerque took place in 
March and I continue to think of 
anecdotes and session ideas that 
inspire me.  Following one of the 
sessions, a small group of us 
gathered for a meal at a Thai 
restaurant.  Jeff, from Texas, was 
one of our talkative crew.   
 
Jeff’s story, to the best of my 
recollection:  He began life as an 
accountant then found that he 
missed music.  He and his family 
moved to Texas and he decided 
to start teaching.  His studio 
opened within the last year, he 
joined MTNA this winter and 
then attended his first 
conference in March.  When 
asked why he joined MTNA, he 
said he thought it sounded like a 
good idea.  And why a 
conference?  He wanted to get 
started on the right path in 
teaching and felt the conference 
was a good place to begin.  An 
incredible story as he found our 
organization mostly by chance!   
 
Jeff is an exception to our typical 
membership story.  I joined 
MTNA and WMTA because my 
college pedagogy professor 
required me to do so.   As I told 
the Fox Valley local association 
recently, I have stayed because I 

appreciate the many benefits of 
being a member, particularly the 
many members who provide 
years worth of wisdom.  We 
have an incredible network that 
needs to be shared with others.  
In our 100th year of existence, 
wouldn’t it be wonderful if we 
could expand our WMTA 
membership significantly?  Could 
each member bring in one new 
member?  Or each local 
association bring in 5-10 new 
members?   
 
Why should we continue to 
grow?  The arts are being cut 
significantly throughout the 
state.  Music educators need to 
be advocates for the value of 
music education for every child.   
WMTA can be a more significant 
voice if we work together along 
with other arts organizations.  
WMTA also provides 
tremendous benefits to our 
members through further 
education and networking.  We 
can and should share this with 
others. 
 
How can we continue to grow?  
There’s the clincher.  With our 
current economic times, money 
is a carefully guarded 
commodity.  And time certainly 
isn’t in abundance either!  We, 
as individuals and members at 
the local level, need to 
demonstrate that what WMTA 
offers is of value to every music 

teacher.  There are many 
tangible benefits such as 
auditions and recognition within 
a nationally recognized 
association.  The less tangible 
benefits are perhaps even more 
important with exposure to new 
ideas and the opportunity to 
network with others topping the 
list.  Personal contact is key in 
getting this information out to 
the music teacher community.  
In this time of communicating 
heavily via technology, the sight 
of a handwritten note in my 
mailbox is thrilling.  So too is a 
face to face conversation with a 
good friend or new 
acquaintance.   
 
I encourage all of you to think of 
ways in which WMTA is 
meaningful and beneficial to 
you.  Then put those ideas into 
action.  Invite a local teacher to a 
presentation or talk about ideas 
over a cup of coffee.  I also invite 
all local associations with 
successful membership 
recruitment and retention ideas 
to share them with me or Emily 
Robida.  We’ll include these 
ideas in the August newsletter as 
well as information gathered at 
our June board meetings.  Have 
fun spreading the word!   
 

 

2010 Calendar 

e May 8 WMTA Badger Non-
Keyboard Competition UW-
Wood County 

 

e May 15  WMTA Badger 
Keyboard Competition 
(Northwest & Southern 
Divisions) 
 
e May 15 Collegiate Badger 
Competitions 
 

e May 22 WMTA Badger 
Keyboard Competition UW-SP 
(Northeast Division) 
 
e June 11 Executive Board and 
Administrative Council Meeting 
(Waunakee, WI) 
 

e Oct. 29-30  WMTA 100th 
Annual Conference, Wisconsin 
Dells 

 

 

For more information on 

upcoming student 

auditions/competitions, 

please visit the official 

website of the Wisconsin 

Music Teachers 

Association at 

http://www.wmta.net 

http://www.wmta.net/


 

WMTA JUNE BOARD MEETINGS 
Friday, June 11 in Waunakee 

Executive Board   10-11:30am 
Lunch/Brainstorming session   11:45am-1:45pm 

Administrative Council   2-4pm 
 
Members of the ad council include the exec board, all appointed chairs and officers, district auditions chairs and local 
association presidents.  There will be a nominal fee for lunch.  Those required to attend will receive further information 
via email.  The brainstorming session will revolve around membership recruitment and retention.  If you are not part of 
the board or council but would like to attend, please contact the central office.   

 

CENTRAL OFFICE UPDATE 
 

Lois Baseler, our administrative specialist since January, has had to resign her position for various reasons.  She has been 
instrumental in updating our infamous state map as well as making sure our membership database is as correct as 
possible.  She has asked me to let you know how much she has enjoyed working with our organization.  I know those of 
you who have worked with her will agree she was a wonderful asset. 
 
Nicole Hoy began her time at WMTA at the beginning of April.  She will be completing a Bachelor of Science in Technology 
Management in April 2011 from Herzing University in Madison.  She is excited to be on board.  She plans to be in the 
office most Thursday afternoons and Friday Mornings.  She will also potentially be in Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday 
afternoons as she has class in the morning.  Please be patient as she learns the position.  Also keep in mind that she will 
not be in the office every day.  Your patience in her response time would be most appreciated.  She has been a strong 
asset already in her month with us. 

 

Musical Postcards from Paris

 
By: Catherine Kautsky 

Every summer and fall, Björklunden – the northern campus lodge of Lawrence University in Door County, WI -- 
hosts a series of seminars, or “vacations with a focus. ” This year, pianist Catherine Kautsky, Professor of Music and Chair 
of Keyboard Studies at Lawrence University, will be presenting a seminar from July 18-23.  Her seminar, entitled “Musical 
Postcards from Paris”, will look at Paris at the beginning of the 20th century – 100 years ago today. Seminar participants 
will listen to the music of Debussy and Ravel and examine those composers’ relationships with the impressionist painters 
and symbolist writers. Just as relevant will be the burgeoning Dada movement, the circus, the cabaret, and jazz. And 
World War I will loom large, as the French try to prove that their music is NOT German and work to create what  the 
composer, Satie, triumphantly declared  would be “music without sauerkraut!”  Instructor Catherine Kautsky will 
demonstrate at the piano and participants will examine slides, poetry, and all manner of French paraphernalia to 
experience Paris, circa 1910. No prior musical experience is required. 
 
More information about the seminar and about Professor Kautsky’s professional background can be found on the 
Björklunden seminar website with the following link… 
http://www.lawrence.edu/dept/bjork/bjorkseminars/course.shtml#musicalpostcards 

<http://www.lawrence.edu/dept/bjork/bjorkseminars/course.shtml#musicalpostcards>  
Prof. Kautsky’s personal homepage can be found at: http://www.lawrence.edu/fast/kautskyc/index.html 

http://www.lawrence.edu/dept/bjork/bjorkseminars/course.shtml#musicalpostcards
http://www.lawrence.edu/dept/bjork/bjorkseminars/course.shtml#musicalpostcards


 

CERTIFICATION REPORT 
 

By CYNTHIA PENKER, NCTM 
Certification Chair 

Congratulations to our newly certified member: 
Ruth Steinbart, NCTM 

Watertown, Wisconsin 

 

Attached is the MTNA CERTIFICATION OVERVIEW HANDOUT FOR THE PIANO TEACHER PROFILE PROJECT.  This 

information is just an overview.  YOU MUST CONSULT THE PROJECTS WORKBOOK FOR COMPLETE INSTRUCTIONS AND 

SUGGESTIONS.  The profile will soon be available for flute, violin, and voice. 

ü All applications submitted on or after Jan. 1, 2010 will use the new Teacher Profile. 

ü Any teachers who submitted an application before Jan 1, 2010, but who wish to change to the Teacher Profile 

may do so by contacting headquarters (mcurtice@mtna.org) and informing them of the change.  No additional 

fees will be charged for the changeover. 

ü Candidates will have one year from time of application and payment of fees to complete the Teacher Profile. 

ü No transcripts or proficiencies are required for the Teacher Profile. 

ü This handout is a preview, and not a final or official version.  The final, official version of the requirements will be 

posted on the certification website some time prior to Jan. 1, 2010. 

Phone:  715-389-2354     
Fax:  715-384-8978  
email:  mezzobear357@yahoo.com 

Mail: Cynthia M. Penker, NCTM –  Certification Chair 
600 S. Sycamore Avenue 
Marshfield, WI  54449 

WMTA State Conference 
 Attend the WMTA state conference October 29 and 30th in Wisconsin Dells.  MTNA President Ann Gipson will 
be joining us to celebrate our 100th year as a state organization.  Many Wisconsin musicians and teachers will 
be featured throughout the conference.  Former state presidents and residents will be invited back to attend 
the festivities.  Stay tuned for further details! 

#ÈÏÐÉÎ Ȱ-ÁÚÕÒËÁ-thoÎȱ 
 

By Catherine Kautsky 

 

On Sunday, May 2, 2010 at 7:00 pm, Lawrence University piano students will present a Chopin “Mazurka-thon” in honor 
of the composer’s 200th birthday.  All 51 mazurkas will be performed and the festivities will also include readings of 
letters from George Sand and Chopin, slides of paintings by Delacroix, and a brief comment on the Polish uprisings of 
1830 and 1848.  George Grant, Visiting Professor of Theater Arts, Elizabeth Carlson, Assistant Professor of Art History, and 
Peter Blitstein, Assoc. Prof. of history will all participate.  And the star participant will be an enormous gourmet birthday 
cake from Sophia’s bakery in Madison! 
 
Please join us! The event will take place in Harper Hall of the Music-Drama Center and is free and open to the public. 

mailto:mcurtice@mtna.org


 

MTNA State Performance Competitions-Wisconsin 
 

By Dr. Mary J. Tollefson 

As Coordinator of all the MTNA State Performance Competitions, I encourage you to consider this experience for your 
students for the Fall.  The competitions offer a chance for students to choose a repertoire program, receive comments 
and compete against other students in the same age group.  Winners compete in the East Central Division against other 
state winners from Ohio, Illinois, Indiana and Michigan.  There are the Junior, Senior,  Collegiate and Chamber Music 
(collegiate-age only) competitions with piano, voice (no junior), brass (no junior), woodwind, and string categories.   
 
For those of you who would like to consider this challenge for the Fall, please consider that that the guidelines only 
stipulate a minimum of two periods for Junior High (a maximum of 20 minutes) and Senior (a maximum of 25 minutes) 
piano performance.  Just a reminder, as of 2009, the concerto portion of the repertoire has been discontinued across all 
categories, so the amount of music can be reduced for this competition.  Another category to consider also is the Senior 
Piano Duet Category, which has minimal requirements as well.  
 
All other instruments and voices are encouraged to enter.  This is a great opportunity to gain feedback and performance 
experience.  Vocalists—this is two weeks before NATS—a chance to gain some performance experience and feedback! 
 
I’m happy to answer any questions.  Please feel free to contact me.  The most useful place to seek answers is at 
www.mtna.org and click on Competitions. 
 
The 2010 MTNA State Performance Competitions (Wisconsin) will be held on the Friday/Saturday of October 22/23.  The 
winners will perform at the Winners’ Recital at the WMTA State Conference on Saturday, October 30 at the Kalahari 
Resort in Wisconsin Dells.  The deadline for registration is September 14, 2010. 
 
Submitted by Mary Tollefson, State Performance Competitions Coordinator and Wisconsin Collegiate/Chamber Music  
Performance Competitions Chair. 

 
 

Badger Keyboard Competition 
 

By: Drea E. Wagner, NCTM 
The Badger Competition is approaching!  Again, Badger dates for 2010 are: 

*Northeastern (May 22): UW-Stevens Point; chair-Lily Brissman; site liaisons-Michael Keller and Mary Hofer 
including all competitive duets and adult participants 
*Northwestern (May 15): UW-LaCrosse; chair-Deanna Lee; site liaison-Mary Tollefson 
*Southern (May 15): Carthage College; chair-Marilyn Justus; site liaison-Jane Livingston 

Students' scheduled times and teacher work schedules will be sent out the first week in May.  I appreciate your doing 
everything you can to make the competition day run as smoothly as possible for the site chairs (bless them!). 
I am rooting for your diligent students as they head down the home stretch! 
 
As always, please feel free to contact me at any time, 
Drea E. Wagner, NCTM 
Badger Keyboard Competition chair 
OnlyDrea@Charter.net 
920-918-3732 
 
 

http://www.mtna.org/
mailto:OnlyDrea@Charter.net


 

Fox Valley Music Teachers Association 
 

By: Arylss Troge 
FVMTA again sponsored the Junior Piano Concerto Competition in January.  This event, held yearly by the Fox Valley 
Symphony, is part of the Young Artist Festival – a day long competition, clinic, and winner’s performance.  Winning 
students of local association teachers were: Grades 6 – 7 Piano – Marc-Antonio Padilla, student of Catherine Walby, 1

st
 

Place; Alex Melchert, student of Catherine Walby, and Nicolas Nevins, student of Nina Elworth, tied for 2
nd

 Place; 
Benjamin Bomier and Charley Morley, students of Barbara Froelich, and Quinton Nennig, student of Nina Elworth, 
received Honorable Mention.   Grades 8 – 9 Piano Winners were: Erik Gerhardt, student of Nina Elworth, 1

st
 Place; Patrick 

DiPoto, student of Barbara Froelich, 2
nd

 Place.  Makenna Erdman, student of Joslyn Vandermause, Brigid O’Leary, student 
of Catherine Walby, John Ryder, student of Nina Elworth, and Maggie Wallace, student of Michael Rivers, received 
Honorable Mention. 
 
In commemoration of the 100

th
 Anniversary of WMTA, we are doing a fund raiser project to “Keep the Fox Valley 

Musical.”  We are holding a "Keys for a Cause" where our students will get monetary pledges for performing in a recital.  
The money will be split between our local Needy Student Scholarship Fund, the FVMTA operational expenses, and the 
GoodWill Industries, a community nonprofit organization. 
 
For more about us check our website www.fvmta.org. 

Chamber Music Performance Competition 
 

By: James Norden 
The MTNA Chamber Music Performance Competition is the youngest of the Competitions, having begun in 1988 to 
encourage music making in ensembles. The Chamber Music Competition has shown growth in numbers, particularly from 
the 32 entrants of 2001–2002 to the 94 entrants of the 2009–2010 competition year.  As musicians, we all spend much 
time in a practice room honing our skills as performers. And most of that time is spent alone, in most cases necessarily so. 
More and more, however, students/teachers/coaches are encouraging the joy of ensemble music making and have 
found/are finding that students improve their listening, phrasing, imitating, anticipating, technical skills and general 
musicianship when making music with others in an ensemble. In addition to learning to share time, musical ideas, 
motivating each other and the joy of companionship in music making together, lasting friendships can, and do, develop. 
There is no doubt that the great composers of the western world have contributed much fine music to this genre.  Playing 
chamber music requires careful attention to music-making techniques that might be taken for granted when performing 
music alone. Is the phrase shaped the same way among the players? Are the lengths of notes played the same (both 
legato and staccato)? Is the singing line sounding the same when played by the piano, violin and cello, and other 
instruments (either together or separately)? Does the crescendo or diminuendo show consistency among the players in 
the ensemble? All of these questions and more come into being when learning from each other and sharing music making 
together, resulting in the enhancement of the music-making skills of each participant. Thus, ensemble members can be 
exposed to wonderful repertoire and characteristics of composers that they might never have experienced in performing 
only solo music.  I hope that you as teachers/coaches will seriously consider bringing your students together into 
ensembles and offering them the music-making opportunities available playing the trios, quartets, quintets and sextets of 
the great composers (with and without piano). The MTNA Chamber Music Performance Competition is one vehicle your 
Association offers for you to provide this added joy and music-making experience for your students. The MTNA 
Competition application deadline for the 2010–2011 year is September 14, 2010. The average age of the members in an 
ensemble must be 18–26 years of age. This allows for a range of varying ages among the performers in any group. Please 
see the MTNA website at www.mtna.org for all the Competition rules and requirements.  James C. Norden, National 
Coordinator MTNA Chamber Music Performance Competition 

 
 
 
 

http://www.fvmta.org/


 

Press Release 

 
 

By: Rita Schuman 
The LaCrosse Symphony Orchestra announces its 12

th
 Annual Rising Stars Concerto Competition.  The competition date is 

not yet finalized but will likely be held on a Saturday in January of 2011 at Viterbo University Fine Arts Center, LaCrosse, 
Wisconsin.  The finals will be held in the Main Theatre at 3:30 pm and are free and open to the public.  The top three 
pianists and top three instrumentalists will perform in the finals competition. 
 
The competition is open to high school students 14-18 years of age from Wisconsin, Minnesota and Iowa.  There will be 
TWO winners, one in the piano division, and one in the instrumental division.  Each will receive a $1,000 cash award and 
will perform with the LaCrosse Symphony Orchestra in March on their regular season program.  Second and third prizes 
are $500 and $250 respectively for each division. 
 
The competition is open to piano and orchestral instruments.  Since its inception, the Rising Stars Concerto Competition 
has expanded the notoriety of the LaCrosse Symphony Orchestra well beyond our city, and featured amazing young talent 
in the competition and our Orchestral concerts. 
 
Please watch for the exact date in the next WMTA newsletter this summer.  For more information contact:  Event Co-
Chair, Rita Schuman, NCTM, from Reed Music Studios in Onalaska, WI.  Email:  tschoo@centurytel.net 

Wisconsin Lutheran College Introduces New Courses as 
part of the Piano Pedagogy Minor 

 
By: Juanita Becker 

Wisconsin Lutheran College recently introduced a Piano Pedagogy Minor and two new courses related to piano and piano 
teaching.  One is MUS 088 Advanced  Piano Class which will be limited to an enrollment of 6 students.  This course offers 
advanced piano instruction in a small group setting and will focus on the development of advanced level repertoire, 
injury-free technique, and basic improvisation.  This is a one credit course and does not carry the extra private lesson fee.  
For the Fall Semester, 2010 this class meets on Mondays and Wednesdays from 8-8:50 am and is open to all with consent 
of the instructor.  The second new course is MUS 345 Piano Pedagogy 2 which focuses on teaching techniques for 
intermediate level and early advanced level students.  This is a two credit course which will meet from 8:30-9:20 on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays.  The prerequisite for the course is MUS 342 Piano Pedagogy 1 or consent of the instructor.  
Teachers with some experience in piano teaching who wish to further their skills in teaching the intermediate and 
advanced level students are welcome!  For more information please contact Dr. Juanita Becker at 414-443-8972 or 
juanita.becker@wlc.edu 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:tschoo@centurytel.net
mailto:juanita.becker@wlc.edu


 

INDEPENDENT MUSIC TEACHERS FORUM 
 

By SANDY RYAN 

IMTF Chair 
 

Now is a good time to formulate a new project conceived in the dregs of those winter months when hard work and 
preparation for spring performances cause us to reflect (if we get a chance) on purpose and fulfillment.  If we’ve been 
faithful WMTA members by attending meetings and conferences and read the trade journals and articles, the information 
provided there has inspired a new vision for continuing progress with our studios.  Out of my educational archives comes 
this quote from Visions from San Francisco Bay by Czeslaw Milosz  (1982):  ‘To undertake a project, as the word derivation 
indicates, means to cast an idea out ahead of oneself so that it gains autonomy and is fulfilled not only by the efforts of its 
originator but, indeed, independently of him as well.’  I particularly like the last part as it applies to our profession 
because the IMT tends to be propelled in so many different directions; it is helpful and profitable when a component of 
the studio runs on its own. 
 
In the state of formulation as it applies to a project, it is useful to make a declaration of the project out of looking at 
what’s needed and wanted, like a possibility.  For example:  “I would like to set up an online enrollment process to make it 
easier for students and parents to enroll in and pay for lessons.  Then, I can eliminate taking up lesson time for these 
administrative tasks.”  Another useful declaration at this point is to make a commitment to who you are going to be in this 
matter, the organization of it, etc.  Example:  “I’m sensitive to the needs and wants of my students and parents, I’m 
progressive in my approach to current business information processing and I will make good use of the system on a 
regular basis.” 
 
Always keep in mind who benefits and what opportunities will arise as a result of the realization of the project.  Ask 
yourself who you will become, or maybe what others will or may become.  Other characteristics of this state are 
establishing channels of communication between you and others involved in the project, such as areas of accountability, 
designing the organization for accomplishment and keeping track of progress. 
 
One more characteristic of the utmost importance in the formulation state is establishing the timeline for the project.  
Declare the beginning, middle and ending.  This will promote focus and commitment to purpose and fulfillment as you see 
the project through to completion. 
 
Projects only become daunting when clarity and commitment are missing.  Concerning ourselves with the worry of 
“making a project out of everything” only shows a lack of planning skills and ambition.  But with strong inspirational 
support and vision, projects make worthwhile contributions. 



 

 

 

WMTA Celebrates its 100th Year 

 
Would you like to hear a Yamaha concert artist perform Rachmaninoff, Liszt, Gershwin, Komitas, Prokofiev and 
Baghdassarian?  Come to our 100th anniversary celebration of WMTA to hear Raffi Besalyan- this year's featured guest 
artist.  Please read more about him at www.raffibesalyan.com.  Also on the venue is world-renowned duo, Dallas 
Weekley and Nancy Arganbright, presenting their newest duet arrangements and running a masterclass just for 
student duos.  Do you have talented pairs in your studio?  The students must play a duet that has been edited or 
arranged by Weekley and Arganbright. Is composition your area of interest?  Join Jeri-Mae Astolfi (UW-Oshkosh) and 
composers from the Wisconsin Alliance of Composers in a roundtable discussion after she performs their newly 
commissioned works.  Is memorization ever a problem for your students?  Dr. Owen Lovell (UW-Eau Claire) will 
address interesting approaches to the process of memorization with the help of Jessica Riley, mezzo-soprano and Tulio 
Rondon, cello.  Need help deciding what theory books to teach from and how to make theory fun?  Terry, Rebecca and 
Jennifer Wilkinson will evaluate theory books, provide a practice CD and introduce the National Music Certificate 
Program and AP Theory testing.  They will explain how your students can get college credit for their knowledge in 
theory.  

Come join us at the Kalahari Resort and Waterpark for our 100th anniversary celebration!  Bring the whole family- 
there's something for everyone! 

http://www.raffibesalyan.com/


 

WAMTA presents the 3rd Annual Composers Debut ɀ Call 
for submissions 

 
By: Erin Philleo WAMTA 

 

Wausau Area Music Teachers Association has for the past two years supported local composers of all ages in its 
Composers Debut. This forum allows composers of all styles to have their music performed in front of a live audience and 
receive verbal and written critique from a published composer.  
 
This year, we are opening the program up to composers all across Wisconsin! The performance will be held on Saturday, 
October 9 (time & location TBA, in Wausau, WI). More information can be found on our website at 
http://wamta.net/composers.cfm.  

Deadline for entries is Saturday September 4, 2010. Interested persons may enter one of the following categories: 

Elementary Level = Grades 1 – 5 
Middle School Level = Grades 6 – 8 
High School Level = Grades 9 – 12 
College & Adult = Ages 18 + 

Also new this year, there will be a winner and runner up chosen for each of the above categories. Winners will receive a 
blue ribbon and $75 cash prize, and runners up will receive a red ribbon. Entrants will be notified by Sept. 18, 2010 if their 
composition is approved for performance on Saturday October 9, 2010 in Wausau, WI. Please refer to the basic notation 
guidelines on the website before submitting ς all submissions must be musically notated. Acceptance will be based on 
meeting the following requirements: 

1) Completed application 

2) Two copies of original score meeting basic notation guidelines 

3) Live recording or computer playback of composition (CD preferred) 

4) A typed or neatly hand-written paragraph about what inspired you to write this piece 

5) $20.00 non-refundable entry fee made out to WAMTA 

Mail the above to:  Kathy Dix 
   1250 Campus Drive 
   Wausau, WI 54401 
   
Guidelines for submissions: 

1. Student shall be a current resident in Wisconsin. 
2. Student shall submit only one musical composition for performance. 
3. Composition may be for any medium (piano, voice, any instrument or ensemble). 
4. Composition must be performed as written. 
5. Live Performance is required to be considered for the cash prizes for all pieces written for 5 or fewer 

instruments. Pieces written for more than 5 instruments, pipe organ, or electronic music can have a CD recording 
of a live performance or of a computer playback if necessary and will still be considered for cash prize. Live 
performance for these exceptions is always encouraged, however. All performances of 5 or fewer instruments 
not performed live will not be eligible for cash prize. 

6. Performance shall not exceed 10 minutes. 
7. The manuscript score must be fully notated completely by the composer. 

Also acceptable will be lead sheet notation where appropriate. 
8. Students are asked to follow guideline sheet when writing their composition. 
9. Students must be under the guidance of a music teacher, with the exception of College and Adult entries. 

http://wamta.net/composers.cfm


 

10. Composition may be performed by someone other than the composer. 
11. No arrangements will be accepted. 
12. Lyrics and content must be appropriate for all ages. 
13. Original manuscripts must be in pencil, clean, readable, or in the form of a computer printout. 
14. Performers will receive a Certificate of Participation along with a Judges' Critique. 
15. Application Entry Fee = $20.00 

For any questions regarding submissions or the event, please call Kathy at 715-675-1887 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

NEWS FROM THE CYBERCORNER 

 
By Gail A. Heywood, NCTM 

Greetings from the WMTA webmaster. If you’ve been to the WMTA website, you will find a 
new page for prospective members.  We hope this provides valuable information for those 
teachers in Wisconsin considering becoming a member of WMTA.   In the May issue, I am going 
to continue with my discussion on designing your own website.   
 
In the February issue, I offered suggestions on free webhosting sites that have premade 

templates to help you in creating a great site for your business.   
Now, what should a well designed site contain?  You will need to determine exactly what your niche is—do you 
have a specialty?  Perhaps your expertise is offering Recreational Music Making classes, or preschool programs.  Be 
sure to include detailed information that the visitor will find interesting.  Keep in mind, the visitor to your website 
may be looking for a teacher, but have no idea what Musikgarten or Suzuki Early Childhood classes are.  Do you 
have a computer lab available for students—if so, be sure to include this. “Share your passion with others”.   
 
Make certain your website address is an easy and professional name.  This includes an email address~ it’s 
important that you set up a professional email account for your studio.   
Credentials—list a little bit about yourself that sets you apart from other teachers.  Degrees, MTNA Certification, 
professional connections with organizations,  
Another item that you may want to consider adding to your website are midi files of random sampling 
performances by you.  Do you provide opportunities for students to record their performances?  Any specialty that 
you add to your studio should be noted on your website.   
If you are designing your own website, make sure the html keywords include things like help the search engines 
track you (your city, type of lessons, state, your name, studio name, etc.)   
Once that website is established, be sure to include it on every studio document (brochures, flyers, newsletters, 
etc.).   
 
A note for those local associations who have not established their own website—please send me information 
about your local association (activities, officers, etc.) for inclusion on our website.  Information on the website is 
updated quarterly (with newsletters—May 1

st
, August 1

st
, December 1

st
, February 1

st
).  The WMTA website gets 

considerable visitor traffic daily; if your local webpage has minimal information, it may put your local in a ‘negative 
light’.   Look at this as free advertising and promoting your local chapter.   
Lastly, I am looking for someone to take over this position sometime in the next year.  If you like dabbling with 
simple webpage design, please contact me so you can shadow the position.   
 
Gail A. Heywood, NCTM~ Webmaster 
 

 ά¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ !ŘǾŀƴŎƛƴƎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴέ 
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WMTA COLLEGIATE STUDY GRANT AVAILABLE 

 

WMTA annually allocates funds for grants to college students.  Grants may be used for any musical activity NOT 
directly related to the earning of any academic degree.  Such activities might include summer music camps, master 
classes, pedagogy workshops, state or national conventions. 
Applicants must be enrolled as full-time music majors in an accredited Wisconsin college, university or 
conservatory.  Applicants must be studying with, and be nominated by, a faculty member who is member of 
WMTA. 
Applications should consist of the following three items: 

¶ A letter of application describing the activity for which funds will be used and the relationship between 
that activity and the applicant's education and career goals. 

¶ A current curriculum vitae. 

¶ Two letters of recommendation, including one from the nominating faculty member. 

¶ Postmark deadline is May 1st. 

¶ Applications are to be sent to:  Catherine Walby, WMTA President 
930 Grove Street 
Neenah WI   54956 

 
A NOTE ÏFROM THE THEORY CHAIR 

There is a correction to the EC practice exam in the new handbooks. The second line of "fill in the top 
number of each time signature" actually has the top number showing and not the bottom number! Please 
fill in the bottom number on your master copy and white out the top number so students may fill it in. 
The practice exams are intended to give students and idea of how the study guide material might be 
realized on the tests. Please use them in conjunction with your regular materials you use to prepare 
students for their musicianship tests! 
  
Diane Wilson  
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The Wisconsin MTA invites you to advertise in our various publications.  A full page ad in one 

of our newsletters or the conference program will cost up to 50% less than the same size ad in a 

local newspaper, and you can deliver your product line direct to the musically oriented 

consumer.  All attendees will receive the conference program that will include a schedule of 

events, brief biographies of performers and clinicians and all advertisements.  Please complete 

the form below and return ASAP.  Checks are payable to:  WMTA. 

For any and all questions, please contact our central office at 608-850-3566 ext. 329  Or visit our 

website page for more info on advertising:  http://www.wmta.net/advertising.html 

 

 

 

 

 Full Page 8 İ x 11òééé.. $100.00 

 Half Page 5 İ x 8 İòéé... $50.00 

 Quarter Page 5 İ x 4 ıòé.. $25.00 

 Eighth Page 4 ı x 2 Ĳòéé $15.00 

NAME:        

PHONE:        

EMAIL:  ____________________________________ 

Mail ad logo, ad copy, check and this page to: 

Wisconsin Music Teachers Association 

1005 Quinn Drive Suite 158 

Waunakee WI   53597 

 

Deadlines to reserve ad space: 

Conference ProgramñSept. 1st 

Newsletter DeadlinesñJan. 1st, April 1st, July 

1st, Nov. 1st 

http://www.wmta.net/advertising.html
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  
 

President: Catherine Walby - catherine.walby@lawrence.edu  

Immediate Past-President:  Gail Heywood, NCTM  heywood@tznet.com  
1st Vice President-Conventions: Mara Beckman ï maraannie@hotmail.com  
2nd Vice President-Membership: Emily Robida, NCTM - pianoemily@yahoo.com  
Treasurer: Rachel Fritz ï rachelfritz@yahoo.com  
Badger Collegiate Competition: Dr. Jessica Johnson ï jgjohnson@wisc.edu  
Badger Keyboard: Drea Wagner, NCTM ï OnlyDrea@charter.net  
Badger Non-Keyboard: Nancy Burman, NCTM ï music_mommy@hotmail.com  
Arts Awareness and Advocacy: Gloria Chuang - gloriachuang@yahoo.com  
College Faculty Representative: Jeri-Mae Astolfi, NCTM - jgastolfi@gmail.com  
District Auditions: Louise Mann, NCTM: davdlou@excel.net  
Independent Music Teachers Forum: Sandy Ryan - sandy@sussexmusiclessons.com  
WMTA High School Virtuoso Competition: Mary Tollefson, NCTM - tollefso.mary@uwlax.edu  
Local Association/Mentoring: Dorie Petersen, NCTM ï dppnotchr@gmail.com  
 

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNC IL  
Archivist: Monica Scholz ï mscholz@wi.rr.com  
MTNA Certification: Cynthia Penker, NCTM - mezzobear357@yahoo.com  
MTNA Foundation: Gloria Grys, NCTM ï keynote@ezwebtech.com  
MTNA Student Composition/Composer Commissioning: Nicholas Phillips - phillins@uwec.edu  
MTNA Young Artist/Chamber Music; Mary Tollefson, NCTM - tollefso.mary@uwlax.edu  
MTNA Jr.& Sr. Performance Competition: Christine Groth, NCTM - caba@charter.net  
Theory: Diane Wilson - Swnewlondon@aol.com  
Technology: Sam Ecoff, NCTM - secoff@execpc.com  
Teacher Award of Excellence: Sandra Statz ï ssstatz@hotmail.com  
Webmaster: Gail Heywood, NCTM ï heywood@tznet.com  
WMTA Local Association Presidents 

WMTA District Audition Chairpersons 

WMTA Central Office Administrative Specialist & Newsletter Editor: 

Email:  wmta@wmta.net     Phone:  608-850-3566 ext. 329  

 

The WMTA Newsletter is published four times a year. NEWSLETTER INFORMATION, articles, advertising and 

questions should be directed to the Central office. ADDRESS CHANGES should be reported to MTNA at www.mtna.org 

under ñUpdate Member Profileò and the WMTA Central Office.  

*NEXT NEWSLETTER ARTICLE DEADLINE IS JULY  15, 2010.* 
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About Our Organization  
   

 
   

 

 

Founded in 1910, WMTA 

has steadfastly continued 

in its goals to develop, 

maintain, and recognize 

high standards of music 

instruction and 

performance in 

Wisconsin. As an affiliate 

of the Music Teachers 

National Association, 

WMTA shares these 

goals with musicians in 

all 50 states.  Founded in 

1876, MTNA is the oldest 

professional nonprofit 

music teachers 

association in the United 

States.  WMTA endorses 

the mission of MTNA 

which is "to advance the 

value of music study and 

music making to society 

and to support the 

professionalism of music 

teachers". 

By providing 

organization and 

activities at local, state, 

divisional, and national 

levels, we work together 

to accomplish goals 

which could not be 

achieved by an individual 

or by an organization 

which exists at only one 

level. Our state has 16 

active local associations 

which provide regular 

meetings and programs, 

networking and so much 

more. 

The first official annual 

meeting for Wisconsin 

Music Teachers 

Association was held on 

June 22-24, 1910 in 

Appleton, Wisconsin.  

The first President for 

WMTA was Dean 

William Harper of 

Appleton. 

WMTA 

1005 Quinn Drive 

Suite 158 

Waunakee, WI   53597 

 

Phone 

608-850-3566 ext. 329 

 
 

E-mail 

wmta@wmta.net  

 

 

 

 

WMTA 

1005 QUINN DRIVE  

SUITE 158 

WAUNAKEE WI  53597 

 

 

Weõre on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.wmta.net 

 

 

 

 


