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FROM THE PRESI DENT ¢é
Happy Spring! It was dong AWHEN! o I think her Jag is
and cold winter Bingdhe fardilgd Theudiseounted room rate at the

Kalahari includes FREE water park passes for
| t 0esv earlywanyes iguooydour r oom.
to see the change in seasons; going tobe special activities for kids that weekénd
and spring time is a time of I think | may stay there all/l
rebirth and renewal. The into swimming or lounging in the hot tub, there are
same holds true for the great antique stores in the Dells, as well as horseback
members of WMTA. riding, golfing, Dells boat toufsthe opportunitie
are endless! Make it a memorable family getaway.

all of you are anxiousfor

springti me. How ¢

The MTNA Conference in Denver was superb |
came back with over 48 Ibs. of the newest materi

to enhance my teaching. | hope you will also start
now to make plans to attend out state conference this
October. Through my travels to the local

On the comment about losing income, it is worth
considering the lasting benefits. The Conference is a
great opportunity for your professional growth.
When planning your fall calendar, build this timé of

associations across our state, | have heard lots of i nt o your schedul e. I donodt
reasons why member s d o n Geach 52 tweeksnad yearo U mread s tfoartere WMTA

conferene . il candét cancel | Pesdem s(Joywe &tillh mewsletter e dolamn  thdt

donodt want to be away fremgogstiadni Wyidng Adan 6aenwveleope s
wrong time of yearo or i i spedial ekpenses.wr Yoo gcand &rgase ané far h e
weeko; it costs too muchi;Cohf ewi esrht @®WEBa&n dwonael df or A Men
offeraoneday r at eo. WMTA hBsewdr kedaldr dnotna h, set asi d

take into congleration all of your commerdswe
now schedule the conference during the official state
teacher conference weeks; there is also adayerate
available.

This topic was also discussed in detail at the MTNA
Conference IMTF forum. One suggestion derived
from this forum included educating your families that
your attending the state or national conference is
valuable for your professional development. If price
is a factor, you can carpool with other teachers from
your area. WMTA does offer a owkay rate. The
Kalahari rate is for up to 4 people in a room (no price
differentiald you can al so stay
price motel (or campground!). As far as being away
from the family® well, 1 can only say that when |
told my 12yearold that WMTA was hostig our
state conference at the Kalahari she exclaimed

5of f

income so you will have money for your membership
dues and conference expenses. And remember, both
of those are tax deductible!! By now, you should
have received your MTNA memtship renewal
statements. Your MTNA/WMTA membership
expires June 30, 2008. The membership year runs
from July XJune 30. You can renew your MTNA
membership online dtttp://www.mtna.org, or you
can mail in your renewdlorm. Please check over
your membership information and indicate any
changes on the form. You can also update your
membership information on the MTNA website (see
Title Bar on home page).

sited at a | ower

Gail

Gail Heywood, President WMTA


http://www.mtna.org/

20082009 WMTA Calendar
June ® WMTA Administrative Council/Executive Board meetings, Waunakee
Sept 57 MTNA Summit for Leadership, Cincinnati, Ohio
Oct. 13 MTNA & WMTA Competitions, UWLa Crosse Center for the Arts
Oct. 3xNov. 18 WMTA State Conference, Kalahari ResorConference Center
Jan. 16180 MTNA East Central Division Competitions, Oberlin, Ohio
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RENEW NOW! professional organization, lak

workshops, and your nearby colleagues.

Contact me Kaymehenkel@yahoo.com
by KAYME HENKEL or Ellen Burmeister

VP-Membership (ellenburmeister@msn.conand we can
help get you connected.

By now, you all have probably received
your renewal notices for the 20@809
year from MTNA. If by some chance
you have misplaced it or not received it,

please take initiative and visit mtna.org CERTIFICATION NOTES
(there is a link for renewals right on the
home page!). Remgng on time will
ensure you dondét mis
of American Music Teacheryou will
know your students are eligible for all
events, you will receive all information

by CYNTHIA M. PENKER, NCTM

S out .on anﬁ/ i ssues
Congratulations to these newly
certified members of WMTA:

Amber Maule, NCTM of White

about the upcoming state conference, Lake

and you will avoid getting all the T Julia Louise LaBerge, NCTM of
reminders from our WMTA Central Madison

Office and from me. | would also ' Michelle L. Lytle, NCTM of
encourage everyone to make sure your Verona

local dues are also included with the 9 Janet Elaine Tschida, NCTM of
state and national dues. If your local is Watertown

not listed, call 88%12-5278 or emall

mt nanet @mt na. or ¢ wi tlhave b@geRr appointecitp the position

Hel po aubjectt Use the same  of Certification Chair. The quickest way
contact information if you are changing to reach me is by phone/voice mail at
states or local associations. If you are not 715 389 2354 (please follow the voice
involved in your local group, please get mail prompts) or by FAX at 715 384
active!!!! Your local association is your 8978.

personal connection to this amazing



SAVE THE DATE!

WMTA STATE CONFERENCE
OCT. 31-NOV. 1, 2008
KALAHARI RESORT & CONFERENCE CENTER
WISCONSIN DELLS, WI

The WMTA State Conference will be packed this year with many fabulous clinicians and

topics.

Our guest clinician and artist will be Phillip Keveren, sponsored byldhe

Leonard Corporation. Save the date and bring the whole family to the Wisconsin Dells
at the Kalahari Resort. Room rates are $129 #émpEople per room and it includes the
water park passes. There will also be special activities for the famildiboween.

Visit the Kalahari Resort website for more informationnatw.kalahariresort.com
While we are getting pumped up with new and exciting teaching ideas, the family will be
having fun. The following is just a taste of our terrific line up!

Friday, Oct. 31, 2008
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Exhibits 8:001 5:00 p.m.

fiReachi H@e rtthwer y2 i1BHillip Mewaren o

ABeyond a Wi ld Rose: Exploring the Piano
Nicholas Phillips

Lunch on your owri Local Association Meeting

ATi ps f or Titeoa choetrisv:at eHioYamma 8my&éeki&d eBaat s 0
Carney from Beabs Music Teaching Aids.

ATeaching CI| as siiAdharMJohhsorpr ovi sati ono

Al ntegration of Trans Gl obal Hand Dr ummi n
Cur r i d Tim PRati€rson

Social Time

Banqiet

10 Recitali Phillip Keveren, Guest Artist

Saturday, Nov. 1, 2008

1
2

Exhibits 8:00i 5:00 p.m.

AFriends Playing Together: The Positive
Susan Cooper. This will be a live demonstration with'%agd 3° graders on

Clavinova keyboards.

APreparing Students for TechniArtlaukl y Sound
Johnson

MTNA Performance Competition Winners Recital

Annual Business Meeting Luncheon

IMTF Sessionii Deal i ng wi th ParieMaty¥anDé&loo ends or
ABetter Than Ever Phlipdevddemver Too Lateo



Conference Speakers

Phillip Keveren

A multi-talented keyboard artist and composer,
Phillip Keveren displays a tremendous versatility
in both his original works andconcert
performances. He composes in a variety of
genres, and is widely acclaimed for his piano
publications. Mr. Keveren is a prolific arranger,
orchestrator and producer. His work is featured
in numerous instrumental recordings, church
choral, educatinal piano and Christian artist
releases. His arrangements and compositions
appear on recent projects by Sandi Patty, Travis
Cottrell, Sara Groves and Ronan Tynan. Phillip
is coauthor, major composer and orchestrator of
the internationally acclaimed HalLeonard
Student Piano Library, a complete method for
young students. His unique piano arrangements
are also featured in the Phillip Keveren Series
(Hal Leonard Publishing).Mr. Keveren holds a
Bachelor of Music in Composition from
California State Univers/, Northridge, and a
Master of Music in Composition from the
University of Southern California. He and his
wife Lisa live in Brentwood, Tennessee and are
parents of two children, Lindsay and Sean.

Nicholas Phillips

Dr. Nicholas Phillips is Assistant Professor of
Piano at the University of Wisconskau Claire,
where he teaches applied and class piano. Active
as a soloist and sought after as a collaborative
artist, Phillips is quickly building a reputation for
his imnovative recital programming and engaging
lecturerecitals. He also has an avid interest in
introducing and reviving works and composers
outside the mainstream repertoire. Upcoming
performances include solo recitals in Wisconsin,
Minnesota, and Indianand an engagement with
the Eau Claire Chamber Orchestra to play
Shostakovichoés First

In his research, Phillips is committed to making
music accessible and meaningful to audiences,
striving to show how the piano and its repertoire
fit into broader cultural contexts. This approach
can be seen most recently in his dissertation,
i Me ndel Sosgs withdusWordRevisited:

Culture, Gender, Literature, and the Role of
Domestic Piano Music i

and his paper presentation ahe 2007
Interdisciplinary  NineteentiCentury  Studies
Conference titled fAThe
in the Nineteenth Century on Piano Instruments,
Techni que, and
interests include the music of nineteentdntury
American canposers and its place and reception
in nineteentkcentury America, with special
focus on the piano music of Edward MacDowell.

A native of Indiana, Phillips began formal piano
lessons at Indiana University at the age of ten.
He holds degrees in piano panrhance from the
University of MissourKansas City
Conservatory of Music (Doctor of Musical Arts),
Indiana University (Master of Music), and the
University of Nebraskdincoln (Bachelor of
Music, summa cum laude He has studied with
internationally renaned pianists and
pedagogues including Karen Taylor, Paul
Barnes, Karen Shaw, and Robert Weirich, and
has participated in master classes with Marvin
Blickenstaff, Ruth Laredo, and Lars Vogt,
among others. Phillips has received several
awards for his teadhg, including the 2007
MTNA Star Award and the 2006 Muriel
McBrien Kauffman Outstanding Graduate
Teaching Assistant Award from the UMKC
Conservatory of Music.

Laura Smyczek

Laura Smyczek grew up surrounded by music.
As a toddler, she would sit under thi@no while
her grandmother taught. As soon as she could

reach the keyboard, she began taking lessons.

Laura has received numerous music awards
including First Place in the Dallas Symphonic
Festival and being named Outstanding Senior
Musician of the Yea by the Dallas Music

Pi ar@Rhels Adséciationt il 1987. Having taught

piano for 14 years, Laura received her earliest
inspiration from her grandmother, Beatrice

Carney. Bea has taught piano for 50 years and
has given workshops throughout her career. In
1976 she began
creating products that can inspire excitement in

learning music. Then in 2006, she passed the
Victorian England, o
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business on to her granddaughter, Laura.
Arthur Johnson

Arthur T. Johnson, D.M.A. is Associate
Professor of Music at Lakend College in
Sheboygan, Wisconsin, where he heads the piano
performance major, teaching applied piano,
piano  pedagogy and literature, and
accompanying; he also teaches music theory,
music theory lab and class piano, and he
accompanies the college choirsHe holds a
Doctor of Musical Arts degree at the University
of WisconsinMadison and a master of music at
Brigham Young University.

Mr. Johnson has performed internationally,
including in Europe, Australia, and the United
Statesyecent  engagements inde  solo
performances with the Sheboygan Symphony
Orchestra and the University of Wisconsin
Madison Wind Ensemble. Students of Mr.
Johnson are frequent award winners and have
experienced success at various competitions
including winning first prize in théNisconsin
State level of the Music Teachers National
Association Senior Piano Competition, the
Wisconsin Music Teachers Association Young
Artist Competition, and the Polish Fest Chopin
Competition in Milwaukee and winning second
place in the finals of th&lational Federation of
Music Clubs StillmarKelly Audition.

Mr. Johnson has lectured on a wide variety of
topics, including classical improvisation
pedagogy, teaching techniques, the learning
process, and the life and music of composer
Andras Viski. Hehas given lectures at the
College Music Society Great Lakes Region
Annual Conference, the Michibago Music
Teachers Association Membership Meeting, the
Brigham Young University Piano Festival, and
others. Mr. Johnson is also a much sotafter
adjudicato and an active accompanist. He is the
winner of the University of WisconsiMadison
Concerto Competition and recipient of the
Wisconsin Music Teachers Association Local

Member of the Year Award, and the Vilas Travel
Grant, for which he traveled to Hungao study
classicalbased improvisation.

Mary Van De Loo

Mary Van De Loo teaches piano pedagogy and
coordinates the keyboard skills program at the
Lawrence University Conservatory of Music,
where she also maintains a studio of-podege
students. A mmber of MTNA, Ms. Van De Loo
enjoys presenting workshops to teachers, and she
has had articles published i€lavier and
Keyboard Companiommagazines. Prior to her
position at Lawrence, she was Director of the
Division of Preparatory Music at Indiana State
University, where she taught piano and
coordinated all activities for the powllege
piano program. She holds a Bachelor of Music
degre in piano from Lawrence University and a
Master of Music degree in piano and piano
pedagogy from the University of Oklahoma.

Susan Cooper

Susan Cooper has been teaching-tiolle group
piano lessons for 17 years. The rewards of group
teaching have promed her to spread the word
to teachers throughout the United States. She
has presented workshops and seminars in over
12 states, helping teachers to understand and get
excited about teaching in groups. She has even
traveled around the world teaching adgibup
lessons on cruise ships in places like Tahiti,
Hong King, Greenland, the Caribbean, Hawaii,
Alaska, Mexico and England. Susan liven in
Urbandale, lowa and has two complete studios in
her home including 11 Yamaha Clavinovas,
where she and anotheratdher work with over
140 students per week. She has earned two
degrees from Conco Teachers University in
Seward, Nebraska: a B.A. in Music and a
Christian Teaching Certification.






