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FROM THE PRESIDENT … 
 
Happy Spring!  It was a long 

and cold winter and I‘m sure 

all of you are anxious for 

springtime.  It‘s always good 

to see the change in seasons; 

and spring time is a time of 

rebirth and renewal.  The 

same holds true for the 

members of WMTA. 

  

The MTNA Conference in Denver was superb!  I 

came back with over 48 lbs. of the newest materials 

to enhance my teaching.  I hope you will also start 

now to make plans to attend out state conference this 

October.  Through my travels to the local 

associations across our state, I have heard lots of 

reasons why members don‘t attend our state 

conference.  ―I can‘t cancel lessons another week‖; ―I 

don‘t want to be away from my family‖; ―it‘s the 

wrong time of year‖ or ―it‘s the wrong days of the 

week‖; ―it costs too much; I wish WMTA would 

offer a one-day rate‖.    WMTA has worked hard to 

take into consideration all of your comments—we 

now schedule the conference during the official state 

teacher conference weeks; there is also a one-day rate 

available.   

 

This topic was also discussed in detail at the MTNA 

Conference IMTF forum.  One suggestion derived 

from this forum included educating your families that 

your attending the state or national conference is 

valuable for your professional development.  If price 

is a factor, you can carpool with other teachers from 

your area.  WMTA does offer a one-day rate.  The 

Kalahari rate is for up to 4 people in a room (no price 

differential)—you can also stay ‗off site‘ at a lower 

price motel (or campground!).  As far as being away 

from the family—well, I can only say that when I 

told my 12-year-old that WMTA was hosting our 

state conference at the Kalahari she exclaimed 

―WHEN!‖  I think her bag is already packed.  

Bring the family!  The discounted room rate at the 

Kalahari includes FREE water park passes for 

everyone in your room.  How cool is that?!  There‘s 

going to be special activities for kids that weekend—

I think I may stay there all weekend.   If you‘re not 

into swimming or lounging in the hot tub, there are 

great antique stores in the Dells, as well as horseback 

riding, golfing, Dells boat tours—the opportunities 

are endless!  Make it a memorable family getaway. 

 

On the comment about losing income, it is worth 

considering the lasting benefits. The Conference is a 

great opportunity for your professional growth.  

When planning your fall calendar, build this time off 

into your schedule.  I don‘t know many IMTF‘s who 

teach 52 weeks a year.  I read a former WMTA 

President (Joyce Grill) newsletter column that 

suggested using an envelope system to ‗save up‘ for 

special expenses.  You can create one for 

―Conference‖ and another one for ―Membership 

Dues‖.  Each month, set aside a small portion of 

income so you will have money for your membership 

dues and conference expenses.  And remember, both 

of those are tax deductible!!  By now, you should 

have received your MTNA membership renewal 

statements. Your MTNA/WMTA membership 

expires June 30, 2008.   The membership year runs 

from July 1-June 30.  You can renew your MTNA 

membership online at http://www.mtna.org, or you 

can mail in your renewal form.  Please check over 

your membership information and indicate any 

changes on the form.   You can also update your 

membership information on the MTNA website (see 

Title Bar on home page). 

 

Gail 

 

Gail Heywood, President WMTA 

WMTA 

http://www.mtna.org/


 
 

2008-2009 WMTA Calendar 

 June 6—WMTA Administrative Council/Executive Board meetings, Waunakee 

 Sept 5-7 MTNA Summit for Leadership, Cincinnati, Ohio 

 Oct. 10—MTNA & WMTA Competitions, UW-La Crosse Center for the Arts 

 Oct. 31-Nov. 1—WMTA State Conference, Kalahari Resort & Conference Center 

 Jan.  16-18—MTNA East Central Division Competitions, Oberlin, Ohio 

 
 

 

RENEW NOW! 
 

by KAYME HENKEL 

VP-Membership 

  

By now, you all have probably received 

your renewal notices for the 2008-2009 

year from MTNA. If by some chance 

you have misplaced it or not received it, 

please take initiative and visit mtna.org 

(there is a link for renewals right on the 

home page!). Renewing on time will 

ensure you don‘t miss out on any issues 

of American Music Teacher, you will 

know your students are eligible for all 

events, you will receive all information 

about the upcoming state conference, 

and you will avoid getting all the 

reminders from our WMTA Central 

Office and from me. I would also 

encourage everyone to make sure your 

local dues are also included with the 

state and national dues. If your local is 

not listed, call 888-512-5278 or email 

mtnanet@mtna.org with ―Renewal 

Help‖ as the subject. Use the same 

contact information if you are changing 

states or local associations. If you are not 

involved in your local group, please get 

active!!!! Your local association is your 

personal connection to this amazing 

professional organization, local 

workshops, and your nearby colleagues.  

Contact me (kaymehenkel@yahoo.com) 

or Ellen Burmeister 

(ellenburmeister@msn.com) and we can 

help get you connected.  

  

 

 

CERTIFICATION NOTES 
 

by CYNTHIA M. PENKER, NCTM 

 

     Congratulations to these newly 

certified members of WMTA: 

 Amber Maule, NCTM of White 

Lake 

 Julia Louise LaBerge, NCTM of 

Madison 

 Michelle L. Lytle, NCTM of 

Verona 

 Janet Elaine Tschida, NCTM of 

Watertown 

 

     I have been appointed to the position 

of Certification Chair.  The quickest way 

to reach me is by phone/voice mail at 

715 389 2354 (please follow the voice 

mail prompts) or by FAX at 715 384 

8978. 

 



SAVE THE DATE! 
WMTA STATE CONFERENCE 

OCT. 31-NOV. 1, 2008 

KALAHARI RESORT & CONFERENCE CENTER 

WISCONSIN DELLS, WI 

 
The WMTA State Conference will be packed this year with many fabulous clinicians and 

topics.  Our guest clinician and artist will be Phillip Keveren, sponsored by the Hal 

Leonard Corporation.   Save the date and bring the whole family to the Wisconsin Dells 

at the Kalahari Resort.  Room rates are $129 for 1-4 people per room and it includes the 

water park passes.  There will also be special activities for the family for Halloween. 

Visit the Kalahari Resort website for more information at www.kalahariresort.com. 

While we are getting pumped up with new and exciting teaching ideas, the family will be 

having fun.  The following is just a taste of our terrific line up! 

 
Friday, Oct. 31, 2008 

1 Exhibits 8:00 – 5:00 p.m. 

2 ―Reaching the 21
st
 Century Student‖ – Phillip Keveren 

3 ―Beyond a Wild Rose:  Exploring the Piano Music of Edward MacDowell‖ -

Nicholas Phillips 

4 Lunch on your own – Local Association Meeting 

5 ―Tips for Teachers:  How to Motivate Your Students‖ – Laura Smyczek &     Bea 

Carney from Bea‘s Music Teaching Aids. 

6 ―Teaching Classical Improvisation‖ – Arthur Johnson 

7 ―Integration of Trans Global Hand Drumming Concepts into the Music 

Curriculum‖ – Tim Patterson 

8 Social Time 

9 Banquet 

10 Recital – Phillip Keveren, Guest Artist 

 

Saturday, Nov. 1, 2008 

1 Exhibits 8:00 – 5:00 p.m. 

2 ―Friends Playing Together:  The Positive Effects of Group Piano Lessons‖ – 

Susan Cooper.  This will be a live demonstration with 4, 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 graders on 

Clavinova keyboards.  

3 ―Preparing Students for Technically Sound and Musical Performances‖ – Arthur 

Johnson 

4 MTNA Performance Competition Winners Recital 

5 Annual Business Meeting Luncheon 

6 IMTF Session - ―Dealing with Parents: Friends or Foes?‖ – Mary Van De Loo  

7 ―Better Than Ever and Never Too Late‖ – Phillip Keveren  

 



 

 

Conference Speakers 
 
Phillip Keveren 

 

A multi-talented keyboard artist and composer, 

Phillip Keveren displays a tremendous versatility 

in both his original works and concert 

performances.  He composes in a variety of 

genres, and is widely acclaimed for his piano 

publications.  Mr. Keveren is a prolific arranger, 

orchestrator and producer.  His work is featured 

in numerous instrumental recordings, church 

choral, educational piano and Christian artist 

releases.  His arrangements and compositions 

appear on recent projects by Sandi Patty, Travis 

Cottrell, Sara Groves and Ronan Tynan.  Phillip 

is co-author, major composer and orchestrator of 

the internationally acclaimed Hal Leonard 

Student Piano Library, a complete method for 

young students.  His unique piano arrangements 

are also featured in the Phillip Keveren Series 

(Hal Leonard Publishing).Mr. Keveren holds a 

Bachelor of Music in Composition from 

California State University, Northridge, and a 

Master of Music in Composition from the 

University of Southern California.  He and his 

wife Lisa live in Brentwood, Tennessee and are 

parents of two children, Lindsay and Sean. 

 

Nicholas Phillips 

 

Dr. Nicholas Phillips is Assistant Professor of 

Piano at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, 

where he teaches applied and class piano.  Active 

as a soloist and sought after as a collaborative 

artist, Phillips is quickly building a reputation for 

his innovative recital programming and engaging 

lecture-recitals.  He also has an avid interest in 

introducing and reviving works and composers 

outside the mainstream repertoire.  Upcoming 

performances include solo recitals in Wisconsin, 

Minnesota, and Indiana, and an engagement with 

the Eau Claire Chamber Orchestra to play 

Shostakovich‘s First Piano Concerto.   

 

In his research, Phillips is committed to making 

music accessible and meaningful to audiences, 

striving to show how the piano and its repertoire 

fit into broader cultural contexts.  This approach 

can be seen most recently in his dissertation, 

―Mendelssohn‘s Songs without Words Revisited: 

Culture, Gender, Literature, and the Role of 

Domestic Piano Music in Victorian England,‖ 

and his paper presentation at the 2007 

Interdisciplinary Nineteenth-Century Studies 

Conference titled ―The Influence of Technology 

in the Nineteenth Century on Piano Instruments, 

Technique, and Repertoire.‖  Current research 

interests include the music of nineteenth-century 

American composers and its place and reception 

in nineteenth-century America, with special 

focus on the piano music of Edward MacDowell. 

 

A native of Indiana, Phillips began formal piano 

lessons at Indiana University at the age of ten.  

He holds degrees in piano performance from the 

University of Missouri-Kansas City 

Conservatory of Music (Doctor of Musical Arts), 

Indiana University (Master of Music), and the 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln (Bachelor of 

Music, summa cum laude).  He has studied with 

internationally renowned pianists and 

pedagogues including Karen Taylor, Paul 

Barnes, Karen Shaw, and Robert Weirich, and 

has participated in master classes with Marvin 

Blickenstaff, Ruth Laredo, and Lars Vogt, 

among others.  Phillips has received several 

awards for his teaching, including the 2007 

MTNA Star Award and the 2006 Muriel 

McBrien Kauffman Outstanding Graduate 

Teaching Assistant Award from the UMKC 

Conservatory of Music. 

 

Laura Smyczek 

Laura Smyczek grew up surrounded by music.  

As a toddler, she would sit under the piano while 

her grandmother taught.  As soon as she could 

reach the keyboard, she began taking lessons.  

Laura has received numerous music awards 

including First Place in the Dallas Symphonic 

Festival and being named Outstanding Senior 

Musician of the Year by the Dallas Music 

Teachers Association in 1987.  Having taught 

piano for 14 years, Laura received her earliest 

inspiration from her grandmother, Beatrice 

Carney.  Bea has taught piano for 50 years and 

has given workshops throughout her career.  In 

1976 she began Bea‘s Music Teaching Aids, 

creating products that can inspire excitement in 

learning music.  Then in 2006, she passed the 



business on to her granddaughter, Laura. 

Arthur Johnson  

 

Arthur T. Johnson, D.M.A. is Associate 

Professor of Music at Lakeland College in 

Sheboygan, Wisconsin, where he heads the piano 

performance major, teaching applied piano, 

piano pedagogy and literature, and 

accompanying; he also teaches music theory, 

music theory lab and class piano, and he 

accompanies the college choirs.  He holds a 

Doctor of Musical Arts degree at the University 

of Wisconsin-Madison and a master of music at 

Brigham Young University. 

 

Mr. Johnson has performed internationally, 

including in Europe, Australia, and the United 

States; recent engagements include solo 

performances with the Sheboygan Symphony 

Orchestra and the University of Wisconsin-

Madison Wind Ensemble.  Students of Mr. 

Johnson are frequent award winners and have 

experienced success at various competitions 

including winning first prize in the Wisconsin 

State level of the Music Teachers National 

Association Senior Piano Competition, the 

Wisconsin Music Teachers Association Young 

Artist Competition, and the Polish Fest Chopin 

Competition in Milwaukee and winning second 

place in the finals of the National Federation of 

Music Clubs Stillman-Kelly Audition.  

 

Mr. Johnson has lectured on a wide variety of 

topics, including classical improvisation 

pedagogy, teaching techniques, the learning 

process, and the life and music of composer 

Andras Viski.  He has given lectures at the 

College Music Society Great Lakes Region 

Annual Conference, the Michibago Music 

Teachers Association Membership Meeting, the 

Brigham Young University Piano Festival, and 

others.  Mr. Johnson is also a much sought-after 

adjudicator and an active accompanist.  He is the 

winner of the University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Concerto Competition and recipient of the 

Wisconsin Music Teachers Association Local 

Member of the Year Award, and the Vilas Travel 

Grant, for which he traveled to Hungary to study 

classical-based improvisation. 

Mary Van De Loo  

Mary Van De Loo teaches piano pedagogy and 

coordinates the keyboard skills program at the 

Lawrence University Conservatory of Music, 

where she also maintains a studio of pre-college 

students.  A member of MTNA, Ms. Van De Loo 

enjoys presenting workshops to teachers, and she 

has had articles published in Clavier and 

Keyboard Companion magazines.  Prior to her 

position at Lawrence, she was Director of the 

Division of Preparatory Music at Indiana State 

University, where she taught piano and 

coordinated all activities for the pre-college 

piano program.  She holds a Bachelor of Music 

degree in piano from Lawrence University and a 

Master of Music degree in piano and piano 

pedagogy from the University of Oklahoma. 

Susan Cooper 

Susan Cooper has been teaching full-time group 

piano lessons for 17 years.  The rewards of group 

teaching have prompted her to spread the word 

to teachers throughout the United States.  She 

has presented workshops and seminars in over 

12 states, helping teachers to understand and get 

excited about teaching in groups.  She has even 

traveled around the world teaching adult group 

lessons on cruise ships in places like Tahiti, 

Hong King, Greenland, the Caribbean, Hawaii, 

Alaska, Mexico and England.  Susan liven in 

Urbandale, Iowa and has two complete studios in 

her home including 11 Yamaha Clavinovas, 

where she and another teacher work with over 

140 students per week.  She has earned two 

degrees from Conco Teachers University in 

Seward, Nebraska: a B.A. in Music and a 

Christian Teaching Certification. 





LOCAL ASSOCIATION 

NEWS AND REMINDERS 
by Ellen Burmeister State Chair for 

Local Associations 

 

Please notice that this Newsletter 

includes the 2008 WMTA Resource List 

(pages 9-10).  Local Associations may 

find this particularly helpful as you build 

programs for 2008-2009.  It is a 

remarkably good list and I thank each 

and every person who submitted names 

and topics for inclusion.  We will try to 

expand it next season.   

 
 

It is, of course, available for use by all  

aspects of WMTA, not only to Local 

Associations. 

 

Secondly, I want to remind chapters and 

presidents of plans for every chapter to 

be represented at the next convention, 

Oct 31-Nov.1.  I am requesting each 

chapter to send a representative to the 

WMTA Summit Meeting on June 6.  At 

that meeting we can lay the groundwork.  

It is time we do this again and provide 

all of WMTA a chance to see all that 

you do. 

 

 

News from the District Auditions 
by Louise Mann, NCTM, WMTA State District Chair 

All District Auditions are complete.  I hope those of you 

who participated had good experiences for yourself and 

your students. 

 

I wasn‘t able to attend the Board Meeting in February 

because of weather, of course, but I understand the new 

track, D2-NM, has been approved.  The D2-NM track 

is for grades 7-12.  It requires the student to play two 

un-memorized pieces and to take a theory test of the 

teacher‘s choice.  The board feels this will be an opening 

for many students to participate in district auditions who 

couldn‘t do so before. 

 

A few new ideas have come from the district chairs in 

our discussions on the Google Group.  These ideas, 

listed below, will be brought before the Board in its next 

meeting in June.   

 

• For those students who do participate in District 

Auditions for 12 whole years, we would like to award 

them a trophy in addition to the certificate they earn.  

Doing this is a huge accomplishment! 

 

• For adult participants of district auditions, we 

propose that they earn points, just like school age 

students do; and that they have the opportunity to earn a 

chance to go on to state. 

 

• For duet participants, we propose that 7
th
 and 8

th
 

graders be included in the State Track, having the 

opportunity to earn a chance to go on to state. 

 

Now what do you—the person reading this right now—

think about these ideas?  Feedback welcomed at:  

davdlou@excel.net 
 

Proposals of these ideas and discussion of these topics 

can be viewed at: 

http://groups.google.com/group/wmtadistrictchairs?
hl=en 
 

Thanks to all who helped out at District Auditions to make it a valuable experience for our students! 

mailto:davdlou@excel.net
http://groups.google.com/group/wmtadistrictchairs?hl=en
http://groups.google.com/group/wmtadistrictchairs?hl=en
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La Crosse Symphony Orchestra Rising Stars Concerto Competition  
 

The La Crosse Symphony Orchestra announces its 10
th

 Annual Rising Stars Concerto Competition.  The 

competition will be held on Saturday, January 24, 2009 at Viterbo University Fine Arts Center, La Crosse, 

Wisconsin.  The finals will be held in the Main Theatre. 

 

  The competition is open to high school students 14-18 years of age in Wisconsin, Minnesota and Iowa.  There 

will be TWO winners, one in the piano division, and one in the instrumental division.  Each will receive a 

$1,000 cash award and will perform with the La Crosse Symphony Orchestra in March on their regular season 

program.  Second and third prizes are $500 and $250 respectively for each division. 

 

The competition is open to piano and orchestral instruments.  For more information and application, please visit 

the La Crosse Symphony website at www.lacrossesymphony.org.  Applications are limited to 46 entrants (23 

piano, 23 orchestral instruments) and will be accepted upon a first-come, first-served basis. 

 

 
  

SPRING BOARD MEETINGS 
 

WMTA‘s Spring Board Meetings will take place on Friday, June 6 at the state office in 

Waunakee.  All board members must attend. 

 

Executive Board 11-12:30 p.m. 

Administrative Council 1:30-4 p.m.  

(ALL appointed and elected WMTA officers, chairs, 18 District Audition Chairpersons and 14 

Local Association Presidents) 
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2008 WMTA LOCAL ASSOCIATION PROGRAM RESOURCE LIST 

 
JERI-MAE ASTOLFI.   astolfij@uwosh.edu    920-303-2116 (home), 920-424-1073 

1.  Intermediate piano literature by Canadian composers 

2. Introducing students to and preparing contemporary piano literature for presentation 

3. Preparing students and pieces for performance: performance anxiety, memorization, … 

4. ―Mapping‖ 

 

CINDY DUSZYNSKI, NCTM.  cindy@musicbycindy.com (website) www.musicbycindy.com 

262-679-3575 or  262-227-2227 cell 

1. Unique Practicing Techniques 

2. Electrifying Great Home Practice Techniques   

3. Looking Forward to Learning Theory! 

4. Qualities of an Effective Adjudicator: Is This You? 

5. I Told You to Hold That Fermata Longer!  You Be the Judge! 

6. Raving Recital Renditions 

 

JOYCE GRILL.    Jlg0420@hotmail.com        608-784-8618 

1. Accompanying in 30 Minutes: How to Help Students with this Useful Skill (Art?) 

2. From Alfred, Bastien, Clark to Albeniz, Brahms, Chopin:  How Do We Get There? 

3. Pedagogy This and That:  Tips for Students of all ages on technique, sight reading, etc. 

 

KAYME HENKEL     kaymehenkel@yahoo.com 414-699-3245 

1. Scotland and the Piano:  Intermediate Repertoire 

2. ―Please, sir. could I have some more?‖ Motivating Students 

 

ARTHUR JOHNSON   johnsonat@lakeland.edu       920-565-1530 

1. Teaching Classical-based Improvisation 

2. Introduction to the Hungarian-American Composer, Andras Viski 

3. Teaching Technique and Repertoire and Preparing for Recitals 

 

MICHAEL KIM    kimm@lawrence.edu     920-832-6628 

1. Preparation for Competitions and Auditions 

2. The Changing face of Classical Music 

3. Injury Prevention for Pianists:  Effective Practice Strategies 

 

DR. MARGARET OTWELL    otwellp@aol.com      262-786-1361(home) 

1. Getting a Good Start: Technique for the Beginning and Intermediate Student 

2. French Sounds: Teaching French Style to Early and Intermediate Students 

3. Streabog, Burgmuller, and Heller: Essential Etudes for Developing Pianists 

4. Robert Schumann:  Romantic Poet 

 

LONNA POSSEHL    Musicworkshop@baldwin-telecom.net    715-386-7202 

1. Games, Incentives  and Motivational Ideas 

2. Group Teaching 

 

*RIVER MILL CHAMBER PLAYERS    hathcharms@aol.com    920-233-1138 

    *Trio: Flute-piano-French horn. Can perform a program or work in conjunction with any topics below 

1. Brahms: The First Musical Modernist? 

2. Contemporary American Music 

3. British Music: 1945-1955 

 

 
EMILY ROBIDA    emily.s.robida@lawrence.edu    608-345-7069 

   Any of these ideas could be an easy mini-session  or they can be combined into one presentation 

1. Using Color with Elementary Students for Better Musicianship 

2. Using Children‘s‘ books for Creative Improvisation 

3. Bunny and Elephant Ears: Major Scales Made Easy 
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DAVID SEVERTSON     severtsd@uwgb.edu     920-264-4764 

1. The Practical Use of Theory at the Piano 

2. Dealing with Issues of Tensions: Playing More Relaxed 

3. The Importance or Relevance of Listening to Music 

 

*JANE SCHEEF, WMTA TREASURER      ajscheef@milwpc.com    262-898-8218 

     *Enrolled Agent with the IRS.  Twenty years experience. 

 1.  Income Taxes for Independent Teachers 

  

 

MARY VAND DE LOO    mary.f.vandeloo@lawrence.edu    920-830-0742 (home)    920-832-6637  

1. Teaching Contemporary Music (―Overcoming the Dissonance Barrier‖) 

2. Creative Ways to Improve Listening Skills (―A New Twist on Ear Training‖) 

3. ―Learning Theories and Educational Philosophies from my research, my studio and my kids 

4. Curriculum Building 

 

ELLEN BURMEISTER    ellenburmeister@msn.com    608-444-3368 cell     608-271-9750  home 

1. Vincent Persichetti:  Coming or Going? 

2. The Musical Effects of Fingering 

3. American Piano Sonatas---A Time Line 
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WMTA YOUNG ARTIST COMPETITION  
FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS, GRADES II & 12 

The WMTA Young Artist Competition was created in 2000 to provide 
an additional opportunity for high-achieving music students in grades 
11 and 12. The competition represents a major achievement for the 
talented, highly motivated high school student who wishes to prepare 
and perform a demanding program comparable to the MTNA Senior 
Performance Competition but without the concerto requirement.  The 
Young Artist Competition is sponsored by WMTA. There is no 
advancement beyond the state level. 

Entrant Eligibility  

 Student must be studying with a current WMTA member 

(membership dues must be paid by the audition entry 

deadline).  If a teacher has not paid their dues by this deadline, 

the student may still enter the competition by paying the $100.00 

non MTNA member fee. 

 Student must be in grade 11 or  grade 12 as of September 1st. 

 Student is not required to participate in the WMTA district 

auditions or the WMTA Badger competition nor is excluded from 

participating in one or both.  Student may not participate in the 

Young Artist Competition during the same year they enter a 

MTNA piano competition. 

 Winner of Young Artist Competition may not compete a second 

year. 

 All entry fees are nonrefundable. 

PRIZES 

 
1. Winner will receive a cash award of $100.00 and five additional 

points. Winner must be willing to perform at the conference. 

The 2008 WMTA Conference will be held October 31-Nov. 1 at 

the Kalahari Resort & Conference Center, Wisconsin Dells. 

2. Runner-up (if chosen at discretion of adjudicator), will receive 

$50.00 cash award and four additional points. 

3. Honorable mentions, if chosen (at the discretion of the 

adjudicator), will receive three additional points. 

4. Each student who participates in the WMTA Young Artist 

Competition will receive 10 points and a certificate. 

Competition information 

 
DATE:   Friday, October 10, 2008  
TIME:  Entrants will be notified of their assigned performance time.  
Winners will be announced at conclusion of competition. 
LOCATION:   UW-La Crosse Center for the Arts 

             University of Wisconsin-La Crosse  
              Corner of 16th and Vine 

 La Crosse, WI 

           
 

 Rehearsal time in the competition room will not be available. 

Warm-up rooms will be provided. 

 Entrant must be available for all days of the competition. 

 Student chooses first selection; judges determine remaining order 

of performance. 

 Only the performance time will be recorded, not the time between 

numbers. 

 Facilities permitting, competition performances (including winnersô 

recital) are open to the public.  Taping of any event pertaining to 

the competition will not be allowed. 

 The decision of the competition judge is final. 

 If there is only one entrant entered in the Young Artist 

Competition, they will have the opportunity to be judged, however 

they will not be declared a winner since there will not be any 

competition.   

Competition Music  

1. All entrants must supply the judge with an original score for all 

pieces played, with measures numbered.  

2. The entrant must perform a memorized program that includes 

selections from at least three different style periods, one of which 

must be Baroque or Classical. 

3. Once the above requirements have been met, additional 

selections may be submitted to complete the program. 

4. No concertos or arrangements allowed. 

5. The student will be stopped at 20 minutes of playing.  Time 

between selections will not be counted.  There is no minimum 

time requirement once the three style periods are represented. 

6. At the request of the competition hosts and piano companies 

providing instruments, compositions for prepared piano are not 

allowed. 

Application Deadline & Fees 
 Student application fee for current WMTA Member: $20.00  

 Fee for student of Non-WMTA member:  $100.00 (teacher 

fee)  & $20.00 (student fee)  

  Make Checks payable to WMTA 

 Application postmark deadline ñSeptember 8 th   

Mail application & fees to:   

Wisconsin Music Teachers Association 
RE:  WMTA Young Artist Competition  
1005 Quinn Drive Suite 158 
Waunakee WI   53597 
Contact Person:   Mary Tollefson  608 -785 -8418  
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WMTA YOUNG ARTIST COMPETITION APPLICATION 

I. ENTRANT   INFORMATION 
 

Student Name:        Birth date:   

Grade (as of 9/1):   Name of School:      

Mailing Address:           

City/State/Zip:      Phone:      

Email:       Instrument:     

Parentsô Name(s):           

II. TEACHER INFORMATION 
 

Teacher Name:      MTNA ID:     

Mailing Address:       Email:    

City/State/Zip:      Phone:      

MTNA Member:  indicate date when MTNA dues were paid (or write Non-Member):    

III. COMPOSITION INFORMATION 

PRINT repertoire to be performed.  List specific movements, tempo markings, title and include composerô full name.  
Please refer to the WMTA Composer list for composer classification. 

STYLE PERIOD COMPOSITION TITLE COMPOSERôS FULL 
NAME 

DURATION 

Baroque  

 

  

Classical 

 

 

 

  

Romantic  

 

  

Impressionistic  

 

  

Twentieth 

Century 

   

Additional 

Repertoire 

   

Total Duration:    

 

Applicantôs Signature:          

Parentôs Signature:           
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MTNA Foundation Fund 
 

By Gloria Grys, NCTM 

MTNA Foundation Chair 

keynote@ezwebtech.com 

 

As your new MTNA Foundation Chair, I 

am pleased to report that I was able to 

attend the MTNA Conference in Denver.  

I attended the Foundation meeting with 

Joan Reist and found it very interesting 

and informational.  I also attended (with 

other WMTA members as well as my 

husband) the Foundation Gala on 

Monday evening.    It is an elegant event 

of the Conference, and was enjoyed by 

several hundred members and friends of 

MTNA. 

 

Our own Terry Weber of Chilton was 

honored as this year‘s WMTA Fellow.  

She was chosen by the WMTA Board to 

receive this honor, and WMTA 

contributed $1000. in her name to the 

Foundation Fund.   Those of you who 

know Terry know her to be a dedicated 

and hard-working teacher, and an active 

member of WMTA.  She is also a person 

who does not seek a lot of special 

attention.  However, Terry received her 

award in Denver with plenty of drama.  

She became ill on the flight to Denver, 

got very sick and ended up in the 

hospital with gall bladder problems.  She 

spent two nights there, and was released 

on Monday afternoon just hours before 

the banquet.  Terry‘s husband and a 

number of family members were there to 

share in her honor.   Terry arrived in a 

wheelchair, weak but smiling, and 

managed to walk to the podium to 

receive her award, with her husband at 

her side.  She will certainly never forget 

that night, and her WMTA friends were 

thrilled she could attend.   We all hope 

the coming months will bring renewed 

health and strength.   Terry has been a 

member of WMTA since 1978.  She has 

served as WMTA secretary, treasurer, 

and president.  She is a founding 

member of the Michibago MTA and 

served as its president for eight years.  A 

charter member of the North East 

Wisconsin Piano Teachers Forum, Terry 

has also acted as an adjudicator, organist 

and choir director for many years.  

Congratulations on her many 

accomplishments and being the newest 

WMTA / MTNA Fellow! 

 

The MTNA Foundation has just 

announced a new ―Program Enrichment 

Grant‖ which is designed to help 

educational and community programs, 

which have long-term music benefits.     

It provides ―seed money‖ to be used for 

larger grant-writing, fund-raising 

expenses, etc.  More details will be 

coming in the near future.   Contact me 

if you are interested. 

 

The MTNA website has more details 

about the many ways the Foundation 

supports students, teachers, local 

associations and state associations.  Visit 

www.mtnafoundation.org for details, 

and watch my articles in future 

newsletters for more information.   
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The Wisconsin MTA invites you to advertise in our various publications.  A full page ad 

in one of our newsletters or the convention program will cost up to 50% less than the 

same size ad in a local newspaper, and you can deliver your product line direct to the 

musically oriented consumer.  All attendees will receive the conference program that will 

include a schedule of events, brief biographies of performers and clinicians and all 

advertisements.  Please complete the form below and return ASAP.  Checks are payable 

to:  WMTA. 

For any and all questions, please contact our central office at 608-850-3566 ext. 329  Or 

visit our website page for more info on advertising:  

http://www.wmta.net/advertising.html 

 

 

 

 

 Full Page 8 ½ x 11‖……….. $100.00 

 Half Page 5 ½ x 8 ½‖……... $50.00 

 Quarter Page 5 ½ x 4 ¼‖….. $25.00 

 Eighth Page 4 ¼ x 2 ¾‖…… $15.00 

NAME:        

PHONE:        

EMAIL: ____________________________________ 

 

Mail ad logo, ad copy, check and this 

page to: 

Wisconsin Music Teachers Association 

1005 Quinn Drive Suite 158 

Waunakee WI   53597 

 

Deadlines to reserve ad space: 

Conference Program—Sept. 1
st
 

Newsletter Deadlines—Jan. 1
st
, 

April 1
st
, July 1

st
, Nov. 1

st
 

Membership Directory—Oct. 1st 

http://www.wmta.net/advertising.html
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    WMTA OFFICERS ï May 2008 
 
President: Gail Heywood ïheywood@tznet.com 
Immediate Past President: Laura Swenson, NCTM ï MrsSwen@wi.rr.com 
Vice President-Conventions: Laura Swenson, NCTM ï MrsSwen@wi.rr.com  
Vice President-Membership: Kayme Henkel, NCTM - kaymehenkel@yahoo.com 
Treasurer: Jane Scheef ï ajscheef@milwpc.com 
Arts Awareness and Advocacy: Gloria Chuang - gloriachuang@yahoo.com  
WMTA Auditions Chairpersons: 
 District: Louise Mann, NCTM ï davdlou@excel.net 

Teacher Award of Excellence ï Sandra Statz ï ssstatz@hotmail.com 
 Theory: Diane Wilson - Swnewlondon@aol.com  

Badger Competition Keyboard: Catherine Walbyðcatherine.walby@lawrence.edu  
Badger Instrumental/Vocal: Nancy Burman ï music_mommy@hotmail.com 

 Badger Collegiate Competition: Dr. Jessica Johnson ï jsjohnson@wisc.edu 
Badger Young Artists:  Mary Tollefson, NCTM - tollefso.mary@uwlax.edu                        
Jr. H.S. Performance Comp.: Christine Groth, NCTM - caba@pensys.com 

 H.S. Performance Comp.: Christine Groth, NCTM -  caba@pensys.com 
MTNA Young Artist/Chamber Music ï Mary Tollefson, NCTM - tollefso.mary@uwlax.edu 

Student Composition/Composer Commissioning: Nicholas Phillips  - phillins@uwec.edu  
Archivist: Monica Scholz ï mscholz@wi.rr.com                                                               
Certification: Cynthia Penker, NCTM - mezzobear357@yahoo.com 
College Faculty Representative: Dr. Jeri-Mae Astolfi - astolfij@uwosh.edu 
Independent Music Teachers Forum: Sandy Ryan ï musicdynamics@sbcglobal.net  
Local Association/Mentoring: ðEllen Burmeister, NCTM ellenburmeister@msn.com 
MTNA Foundation: Gloria Grys, NCTM ï keynote@ezwebtech.com  
Newsletter Editor: Deanna Lee ï DeannaPianna@juno.com 
Technology:  Sam Ecoff, NCTM - secoff@execpc.com 
WMTA Administrative Specialist ð Kristen Zorbini Bongard -  wmta@wmta.net, 608-850-3566 
ext. 329 
__________________________________________________________ 
The WMTA Newsletter is published four times a year.  NEWSLETTER INFORMATION or 
questions should be directed to DEANNA LEE, 608-788-9726 or DeannaPianna@juno.com. 
 
ADDRESS CHANGES should be reported to the CENTRAL OFFICE, phone:  608-850-3566  ext. 
329 ï wmta@wmta.net 
 
*  NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: JULY 15, 2008 *  
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